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Let’s Go To Playgroup (Kane 
Miller, $11.99) with Bee and Billy, two 
“tumbly, wiggly, jumbly” tots. Caryl 
Hart has created a delightful book 
for the pre-preschool crowd: her sing-
song, happy-go-lucky words meld 
harmoniously with Lauren Tobia’s 
cheerful, bright and lively illustrations. 
Spend an eventful morning with 
Bee, Billy, and their friends at their 
love-filled daycare as they share toys, 
enjoy a snack, and—of course—sing 
and dance. Ages 1-3. Kerri Poore

As nighttime begins to settle in 
over the forest, listen. What do you 
hear? Can you catch the sound of 
a porcupine as it “scoots between 
roots”? Now, what do you see? 
Perhaps there is a creature hiding 
in the shadows. Might it be a fox, a 
deer, or a mouse? Author Richard 
Jackson’s lyrical language evokes 
the sounds of the darkness, while 
Katherine Tillotson’s soft, 
richly-hued illustrations gently bid 
goodnight to the sun in All Ears, 
All Eyes (Atheneum, $17.99). Ages 
3-6. Maria Salvadore

PICTURE BOOKS



Jasmine’s 
garden is 
glorious, a 
cornucopia of 
“apples and 
apricots, kiwis 
and kumquats, 
papayas, 
peaches 
and passion 
fruit.” The 

only problem is that the fruit keeps 
disappearing during the night. Jasmine’s 
curiosity leads her to The Elephant’s 
Garden (Boxer, $16.95), where the fruit 
is not only enormous, but seems to be 
carved from precious jewels. A comical 
chain of events involving her extended 
family—and maybe a little bit of greed— 
ensues; but, ultimately, everyone is 
satisfied with the delectable fruit from 
Jasmine’s own garden. This retelling of an 
Indian folktale, both written and gorgeously 
illustrated by Jane Ray, is sure to elicit a 
smile and make one’s mouth water. Ages 
3-6. Renée Bosco

A sun-warmed 
bed of daffodils, 
a tub of cool 
water, a fresh 
supply of 
birdseed, and 
a new cob of 
corn create 
A Perfect 
Day (Roaring 
Brook, $17.99) 
for a cat, dog, 
chickadee, 

and squirrel relaxing in their human pal 
Bert’s backyard. But alas! The perfection 
lasts only until Bear arrives. As Bert and 
his animal friends watch from the safety of 
the boy’s house, Bear helps himself to the 
very same pleasures the other creatures 
were just enjoying. Textured, mixed-media 
artwork by author/illustrator Lane Smith 
bring to life the tale of an unexpected 
visitor. Ages 3-6. Maria Salvadore

Cynthia Leonor Garza introduces 
readers to the acrobatic Mexican masked 
wrestler tradition, lucha libre, in an exciting 
playground adventure. When some boys 
tell Lucía that girls can’t be superheroes, 
she gets “spicy mad.” But her grandmother 
has a plan, and shares a special box with 
Lucía—containing Abuela’s childhood 
mask and cape. And so Lucía the 
Luchadora (POW!, $16.99) arrives; 
she “is brave and full of heart, and isn’t 
afraid to fight for what is right.” Alyssa 
Bermudez’s opaque watercolors bring 
the playground kids to kinetic life, as well 
as the joy of Lucía’s heroics—mask or no 
mask! Ages 4-7. András Goldinger

Join our Book-
a-Month Club and 
booksellers will  
select one book  

every month based on  
the preferences of  
the child or teen in 

your life.
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A young boy’s dip into a pool occasions 
a meditation on the many ways things 
can get Wet (Henry Holt, $16.99). He 
illustrates one technique for accomplishing 
this as he does a cannonball and sprays 
his friends with pool water. Playground 
slides and benches, goldfish, and school 
floors: there’s water everywhere he looks! 
Carey Sookocheff’s muted color 
palette and simple figures render the 
world as a child might see it. This is the 
perfect book to cozy up with on a summer 
afternoon. Ages 4-8. Sharat Buddhavarapu

In the cacophonous 
village of La Paz, 
even the showers 
are cheerfully loud 
with song. But 
when residents find 
it hard to sleep, 
hear, or think, they 
fire the mayor and 
elect Don Pepe, 
who promises 
a break from 

the noise. Yet Don Pepe’s increasingly 
restrictive laws soon ban singing entirely. 
Only the arrival of a brave rooster 
awakens the town to the memory of 
song. Carmen Agra Deedy’s The 
Rooster Who Would Not Be 
Quiet! (Scholastic, $17.99) includes 
lively, affecting mixed-media illustrations 
from Eugene Yelchin, whose use 
of color heightens the story’s shifts in 
mood. This inspiring tale, available in both 
bilingual and English editions, is a delight 
to read aloud in both English and Spanish. 
Ages 4-8. Amy Dickinson

Hasta las duchas 
resonaban con 
canciones en el 
pueblo ruidoso 
de la Paz. 
Pero cuando 
empieza a ser 
difícil dormir, 
escuchar, y 
pensar, los 
ciudadanos 
despiden al 
alcalde y hacen elecciones. Después 
de prometer un descanso del ruido, Don 
Pepe gana la elección, pero sus leyes son 
cada vez más restrictivos. ¡Pronto ni se 
puede cantar! Solo la llegada de un gallo 
valiente despierta en el pueblo el recuerdo 
de canciones bonitas. ¡El gallo que 
no se callaba! (Scholastic, $17.99) 
de Carmen Agra Deedy incluye 
ilustraciones animadas de Eugene 
Yelchin, cuyo uso de color enfatiza los 
cambios en emociones del cuento. Este 
cuento inspirador, disponisble en una 
edición bilingüe y una edición inglesa 
también, es un placer leer en voz alta. 
Ages 4-8. Amy Dickinson

Rabbit arrives 
home one day 
to hear a loud 
threat coming 
from inside his 
burrow: “I’m the 
Giant Jumperee 
and I’m scary as 
can be!” shouts 
a stranger. 
Although Cat, 
Bear and 

Elephant try to help Rabbit, they are no 
match for the mysterious, booming voice. 
Who is The Giant Jumperee (Dial, 
$17.99)— and will Rabbit ever be able to 
return to his home? Find out in this new 
read-aloud classic from internationally 
bestselling author Julia Donaldson, 
beautifully brought to life by award-winning 
illustrator Helen Oxenbury. Ages 4-8. 
Maria Salvadore
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Sometimes, kids just do not want to 
take a bath. Around the World in 
a Bathtub (Charlesbridge, $16.99) 
explores this universal truth in a humorous 
and educational journey through different 
cultures around the globe. Author Wade 
Bradford uses language and diversity 
to show the hilarity of resistant children 
from Turkey to the Yup’ik tribe in Alaska. 
Illustrator Micha Archer contrasts 
rich purples and blues with vivid oranges 
and yellows to bring these international 
locations to life. This inclusive picture book 
is a delight for both chagrined parents and 
their pesky, playful offspring. Ages 5-8. 
Kasie Griffitts. This book will be published 
on June 20, 2017.

A Concert In 
The Sand (Kar-
Ben, $17.99) is 
so lovely that it is 
sure to join The 
Philharmonic 
Gets Dressed 
and Zin! Zin! 
Zin! a Violin in 
the pantheon 
of classic children’s books about the 
orchestra. This work of historical fiction 
depicts the first concert of the Israel 
Philharmonic through the eyes and ears 
of young Uri and his grandmother. Follow 
them as they walk through the streets 
of 1936 Tel Aviv alongside men and 
women who are carrying curiously-shaped 
containers and most certainly heading 
somewhere in particular. Israeli authors 
Tami Shem-Tov and Rachella 
Sandbank provide vivid text that 
combines with Avi Ofer’s delightful 
ink-and-watercolor drawings to create a 
poignant portrait of a significant moment in 
history. Ages 6-9. Kerri Poore

In Susanna 
Isern’s wonderful 
tale, an elderly 
badger—The 
Lonely Mailman 
(Cuento de Luz, 
$16.95)—faithfully 
makes his daily 
rounds, carefully 
observing his 
neighbors as 

he delivers their letters. Through their 
epistolary efforts, we see how the other 
animals converse and connect. With each 
page-turn, illustrator Daniel Montero 
Galán takes us through the mailman’s 
day—from the glorious reds of sunrise 
through the silhouettes of evening, and 
into a candlelit burrow. Galán fills his 
pages with animals as he gradually 
reveals a detective story that only the 
illustrations tell. It all culminates in a 
powerful and tender resolution that shows 
the badger he is not so lonely after all. 
Ages 7-10. András Goldinger

Curtis Manley 
has taken versions 
of the Japanese 
folktale The Crane 
Wife and made his 
own variation—with 
the addition of 
insightful haiku—in 
The Crane Girl 
(Shen’s, $18.95). In this incarnation of 
the tale, a young man named Yasuhiro 
rescues a crane and befriends her 
transformed human incarnation, Hiroko. 
Her repayment of Yasuhiro’s kindness 
with magical weavings leads to a 
climactic clash with Yasuhiro’s greedy 
and threatening father. Hiroko’s final 
transformations, which diverge from the 
original tale, are magical and satisfying. 
Lin Wang’s realistic watercolors are 
full of beautiful gestures and details, 
with a hint of Japanese ink-scrolls in her 
background landscapes. Endnotes provide 
further information on crane folktale motifs, 
Japanese poetic forms, and the Hokkaido 
red crane. Ages 7-10. András Goldinger
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What could be more whimsical than words, 
letters, and numbers? Nothing, according 
to an assortment of new books for young 
readers highlighting the playfulness 
inherent in our first experiences of 
language and counting. Hungry for ABCs? 
Juana Medina’s ABC Pasta: An 
Entertaining Alphabet (Viking, 
$17.99) pairs alliterative phrases (“orzo 
orchestra”) with circus-themed illustrations 
to create a clever and appetizing read. 
Children will gobble up the pictures’ 
humor: pasta and herbs stand in for 
beards, zip lines, even a ringmaster’s 
torso. Think an alphabet book can’t tell 
a story? David Melling’s D Is for 
Duck! (Kane Miller, $12.99) begs to differ. 
Magician Duck conjures, in alphabetical 
order, creatures that propel a zany 
misadventure rife with humor, dialogue, 
and action expressed through Melling’s 
jubilant illustrations and only the most 
essential words. Emily Jenkins’s A 
Greyhound, a Groundhog (Schwartz 
& Wade, $17.99) similarly digs deep into 
a few well-chosen words to build a joyful 
story of interspecies friendship, while 
Chris Appelhans’s watercolors frolic 
with the text on every page. Together, the 
circular wordplay and illustrations create 

a dynamic story that delights the eyes 
and ears. Meanwhile, rhymes propel Kes 
and Claire Gray’s Dog on a Frog? 
(Scholastic, $16.99), a hilarious sequel to 
Frog on a Log? featuring expression-filled 
illustrations from Jim Field. Rebellious 
frog upends traditional children’s book 
notions of just where he should sit (no 
more logs for that frog!), and the resulting 
rhymes will surely induce giggles. Quantity 
and size push young readers to the edge 
of their seats in Andy Mansfield and 
Thomas Flintham’s One Lonely 
Fish (Bloomsbury, $15.99). Innovative 
page design allows readers to count 
fish in ascending order from one to 10: 
children will thrill as increasingly large 
fish open their mouths to chase smaller 
predecessors, and the final dramatic 
turn will leave kids gasping with delight. 
Molly Idle’s Flora and the Chicks 
(Chronicle, $9.99) is a decidedly gentler 
take on numbers. The balletic Flora twirls 
among a group of ten eggs, which are 
accompanied by numerals as they hatch 
one at a time. Flora’s attempts to gather 
the chicks are gracefully comic in this 
sweet board book addition to the Flora 
series. Ages 1-5. Amy Dickinson

THE WHIMSICAL WORLDS OF 
LANGUAGE AND NUMBERS 



Something’s Fishy (Toon, $12.95) 
in Kevin McCloskey’s newest book! 
With his entertaining illustrations and 
goofball humor, the author of We Dig 
Worms and The Real Poop on Pigeons 
provides a whole school of fish facts in the 
increasingly popular graphic novel format. 
Children will discover how to determine the 
age of a fish by its scales—assuming, of 
course, that the fish has scales in the first 
place. McCloskey also devotes ample time 
to the noble goldfish, describing what easy 
pets they make, how they get their color, 
and how big they can grow in an aquarium. 
As always with Toon Books, adults new to 
the genre can refer to the back pages for 
practical tips on reading comics with kids. 
Ages 5-8. Kerri Poore

 “Goody gumdrops!” 
It’s finally spring, and 
Pig is out and about 
enjoying the glorious 
weather. Then, in 
the distance, Pig 
sees something in 
the clear blue sky 
getting closer and 
closer…. and she 
realizes it is Goose 

flying towards her! Pig and Goose become 
fast friends and spend a marvelous day 
together, having a picnic lunch and a 
nighttime party complete with music and 
friends. In Pig & Goose and the First 
Day of Spring (Charlesbridge, $12.99), 
author/illustrator Rebecca Bond’s 
charming story and watercolor illustrations 
bring to life the joy of spring and the 
promise of a burgeoning friendship. Ages 
6-9. Kasie Griffitts

In the new early-reader series by Dori 
Hillestad Butler, pup King and his 
faithful human Kayla solve everyday 
mysteries. King desperately wants some 
treats in King & Kayla and the 
Case of the Missing Dog Treats 
(Peachtree, $14.95), but they aren’t for 
him! He begs and begs, but they are for 
Kayla’s friend Jillian and her new puppy 
Thor. However, when the peanut butter 
goodies go missing, it’s up to King and 
Kayla to crack the case. In King & 
Kayla and the Case of the Secret 
Code (Peachtree, $14.95), Kayla gets an 
indecipherable letter on her porch. King’s 
nose is immediately on the hunt, and he 
sniffs out some clues with Kayla and her 
friend Mason. With illustrations by Nancy 
Meyers and fun clue-cracking devices 
attached, these early readers are the 
perfect mixture of humor and adventure. 
Ages 6-9. Kasie Griffitts

6
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When 11 slaveholding states formed 
the Confederacy in 1861, abolitionists 
declared that United States laws no 
longer applied in secessionist lands. This 
included the Fugitive Slave Law, which 
required that escaped slaves be returned 
to their owners. Calico Girl (Simon & 
Schuster, $16.99) follows twelve-year-old 
Callie and her family, who flee to a Union 
Army outpost in Virginia that harbors and 
educates refugee slaves in defiance of the 
Confederacy’s continued enforcement of 
the law. Their sudden independence brings 
hope and opportunity, but also poses 
unexpected challenges. Based on true 
accounts, Jerdine Nolen’s nuanced 
depiction of the community of Fortress 
Monroe during the Civil War highlights the 
power of education and self-determination. 
Ages 8-12. Farah Kader.

ELEMENTARY FICTION

It’s 1945 in Yuba City, California, and fifth-
grader Maria Singh is desperate to play 
softball on the town’s first-ever girls’ team. 
Inspired by her teacher, Maria begins her 
mission by advocating for the preservation 
of Yuba City’s lone baseball field. She 
quickly discovers, however, that that’s 
only the first of many ways she’ll have to 
challenge authorities. Set in the context 
of restrictive laws placed on Maria’s 
Indian-Mexican community, Step Up to 
the Plate, Maria Singh (Tu, $16.95) 
showcases vivid scenes of daily life and 
delves into the discriminatory practices 
faced by immigrants to the United States. 
Author Uma Krishnaswami has 
created a determined, complex character 
whose spirit and sense of justice will move 
all readers. Ages 9-11. Amy Dickinson
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Who guides a lost 
soul? In Hello, 
Universe 
(Greenwillow, 
$16.99), guidance 
comes in many 
forms: a wise 
elder, a mystical 
friend, an 
imaginary spirit, 
a heroic inner 
strength. Through 
the eyes of four 

middle schoolers, Erin Entrada Kelly 
recounts a mysterious disappearance and 
the subsequent mission to solve the case. 
The four children come together using 
all of the magic, bravery, and intuition 
at their disposal. Nail-biting suspense is 
occasionally relieved by the book’s many 
tender, funny moments. Before the story 
ends, dreams will come true and unlikely 
friendships will form. Ages 9-12. Liz Elfman

A Boy Called 
Bat (Walden 
Pond, $16.99), 
formally known as 
Bixby Alexander 
Tam, is worried. 
His veterinarian 
mom is late 
coming home from 
work, and any 
change from his 
family’s normal 
schedule bothers 

Bat. When his mother does arrive, 
however, she has an explanation and an 
accompanying surprise: a baby skunk. 
Although the kit’s presence is another 
deviation from the norm, Bat quickly bonds 
with the defenseless animal. In fact, he 
decides that his mother’s plan to send 
the skunk to a wildlife refuge ignores that 
Bat is the absolute best skunk caretaker 
available. Written by Elana K. Arnold 
and peppered with evocative drawings by 
Charles Santoso, this is a sweet story 
of an unusually beautiful friendship. Ages 
9-12. Delaney Eubanks

 
Around his grandpa, Cool Papa Byrd, 
“Clayton didn’t feel like a kid. He felt like a 
person.” Clayton idealizes his grandfather 
and desperately longs to be a great 
bluesman just like Papa Byrd. Clayton’s 
mom, however, doesn’t much like her 
father or his music. When Papa Byrd dies 
unexpectedly, Clayton is left struggling with 
his grief while his mother forbids him from 
playing the blues. He refuses to accept 
that decree, so Clayton Byrd Goes 
Underground (Amistad, $16.99) with 
his harmonica to form his own band. From 
award-winning author Rita Williams-
Garcia comes a new journey of loss, 
family, and the rhythm of the blues. 
Coupled with illustrations by Frank 
Morrison, Clayton’s story will captivate 
readers. Ages 9-12. Kasie Griffitts 
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Prez, a young boy living in foster care, is 
enjoying the relative normalcy of life on 
a family farm when he receives a not-so-
normal visitor. Sputnik is an extraterrestrial 
who appears as a dog to everyone else, 
and he tells Prez that the Earth will be 
destroyed unless the two of them can 
come up with a list of ten reasons why it 
should be saved. Thus begins the madcap 
romp to compile Sputnik’s Guide to 
Life on Earth (Walden Pond, $16.99). 
Both humorous and heartfelt, Frank 
Cottrell Boyce masterfully channels 
his inner Douglas Adams to create a fun, 
quirky adventure that also serves as a 
witty commentary on human relationships 
and behavior. Ages 9-12. Marc Villa

Obe Devlin lives 
with his family 
in a farmhouse 
surrounded by 
subdivisions. He’s 
just discovered 
(and named) Marvin 
Gardens, an odd 
creature—dog, 
pig, algae?—that 
eats plastic refuse 
discarded in the 
creek near Obe’s house. Amy Sarig 
King’s intriguing and timely middle-grade 
debut Me and Marvin Gardens 
(Arthur A. Levine, $16.99) succeeds in 
tackling bullying, family problems, and 
environmental issues simultaneously. The 
hopeful conclusion will reaffirm readers’ 
faith in science and people. Ages 9-12. 
Sharat Buddhavarapu

“Kids will be 
okay as long 
as they have 
one good 
friend,” says 
Shannon’s 
mother. But 
as Shannon 
gets older, 
she finds 
herself lonely 
and confused 
by the social 
scene around 
her. Raina 
Telgemeier fans will enjoy this graphic 
memoir about Real Friends (First 
Second, $21.99 HB/$12.99 PB). Newbery 
Honor-winning author Shannon Hale 
poignantly conjures up the deep hurt of 
childhood rejection and the sweet relief 
of a vivid imagination. LeUyen Pham’s 
art shines when Shannon makes (and 
sometimes escapes from) friends through 
imaginative play, as the real world melts 
away into enchanting fantasy-scapes. 
Ages 9-12. Emily Ellerbe

9
E

L
E

M
E

N
T

A
R

Y
 F

IC
T

IO
N



Jacqueline 
K. Ogburn’s 
debut novel is 
an enthralling 
mixture of fantasy, 
mystery, and 
family secrets. 
Eleven-year-old 
Eric Harper’s 
sighting of an 
injured, magical 

creature leads him to The Unicorn in 
the Barn (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
$16.99). Despite the protests of her 
daughter, Allegra, the veterinarian and new 
owner of Harper’s Farmhouse invites Eric 
to help care for a menagerie of enchanting 
creatures. As Eric navigates this secret 
job, he reaches an understanding with 
the forthright Allegra, discovers the 
limitations of magic, and faces the realities 
of his grandmother’s illness. Rebecca 
Green’s expressive illustrations, perfectly 
placed throughout the text, enhance this 
gentle tale and its cast of well-crafted 
characters. Ages 10-12. Mary Alice 
Garber. This book will be published on July 
4, 2017. 

The Five Worlds 
are in danger: an 
ancient enemy has 
attacked them, 
and an impending 
natural cataclysm 
looms. Their fate 
rests in the hands 
of three young 
heroes who each 
have unique 
abilities... as well 
as secrets to 

hide. Can they succeed by summoning the 
power of The Sand Warrior (Random 
House, $18.99 HB/$12.99 PB)? Fans of 
Amulet and Avatar: The Last Airbender 
will enjoy the action- and mystery-filled 
first installment of this fantasy adventure 
series written by Mark and Alexis 
Siegel, with ethereal artwork by Xanthe 
Bouma, Matt Rockefeller, and Boya 
Sun. Ages 9-12. Marc Villa

Hyacinth has done her research and 
she’s sure that her facts are right: London 
was built long ago around a seemingly 
endless series of rivers. When she heads 
to the city to stay with her aunt, however, 
Hyacinth learns that maybe there’s more 
to the story than she realized. Her first clue 
is the water from the bathroom sink that 
has, apparently, come to life; then, there’s 
the mud monster that has kidnapped her 
mother. Aided by a magical umbrella and 
a wonderfully quirky cast of characters, 
Hyacinth embarks upon whirlwind of an 
adventure that takes her deep below the 
city streets. Jacob Sager Weinstein’s 
witty writing makes Hyacinth and the 
Secrets Beneath (Random House, 
$16.99) a surprising read; you may just 
close the back cover with a newfound 
skepticism of everything you thought you 
knew. Ages 9-12. Allison Witten
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“When life gives you lemons, make 
lemonade.” So the saying goes, and so 
it goes for Lem, a young girl suffering 
from an unspeakable loss. In Lemons 
(Crown, $16.99), Lem must adjust to 
a new life with her grandfather in an 
unfamiliar town. Adventure awaits her 
when she meets Tobin and they set out to 
capture Bigfoot on camera. Whether or not 
they find their quarry, Lem and Tobin will 
discover multitudes about themselves and 
each other. Equal parts funny and sad, 
child psychologist Melissa Savage’s 
novel simultaneously explores grief and 
celebrates life. Ages 9-12. Liz Elfman

Just outside of New 
York City, neighbors 
Peter and Myla 
team up to solve 
the disappearance 
of Peter’s brother, 
Randall. As they 
try to discover 
the connection 
between Myla’s 
recently purchased 
necklace and 
Randall’s disappearance, the two 12-year-
olds forge an unmatchable bond. The plot 
quickly thickens to include the Fencers, 
a fierce gang of thieves and parkour 
enthusiasts who turn out to be after the 
same thing for which Randall has been 
searching. With a liberal dose of diamond 
smuggling and a hefty supply of family 
secrets to round out the mystery, Peter 
and Myla are in for much more than they 
expected. Filled with daring and intrigue, 
Sheela Chari’s Finding Mighty 
(Amulet, $16.95) is a swift and compelling 
read. Ages 10-12. Delaney Eubanks

 “A physical 
sensation of what 
it had been like 
to be little. It had 
been nice. So why 
did she feel sad, 
remembering?” 
On Orphan 
Island (Walden 
Pond, $16.99), 
nine children live 
in peace and 
prosperity. Once 
a year, a new child is delivered and the 
eldest is ferried away, never to be seen 
again. This year, Jinny is the eldest; she 
must teach Ess everything she knows 
before the boat arrives for her. Laurel 
Snyder’s novel is steeped in the quiet 
contemplation of children at once strong 
and vulnerable, poised on the brink of 
change. When the boat calls, Jinny must 
go… or else. Ages 10-12. Liz Elfman.
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travels take you.

Follow us on Twitter  
and Instagram:  
@KidsandProse

11



12

Make timeless additions to your family 
bookshelf that will enchant readers 
young and old. Savor a heartfelt paean 
to the bond between a child and the tree 
he names Bertolt (Enchanted Lion, 
$15.95) in Jacques Goldstyn’s gentle 
meditation on the circle of life, translated 
from the French by Claudia Zoe 
Bedrick. Nature lovers will also flock 
to The Animal Ark: Celebrating 
Our Wild World in Poetry and 
Pictures (National Geographic, $15.99). 
This stunning partnership between 
photographer Joel Sartore, Newbery 
Medal winner and local hero Kwame 
Alexander, and collaborators Mary 
Rand Hess and Deanna Nikaido 
celebrates the beauty of the animal 
kingdom and issues a clarion call to 
protect myriad irreplaceable species. In 
another compendium of poetry, Keep 
a Pocket in Your Poem (Word 
Song, $17.95), J. Patrick Lewis pairs 
timeless verses by luminaries such as 
Emily Dickinson and Langston Hughes 
with playful illustrations by Johanna 

Wright and Lewis’s own parodies, which 
range from touching to downright silly (who 
knew that “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening” would ever inspire “Stopping by 
Fridge on a Hungry Evening”?). Budding 
visual artists, meanwhile, will treasure the 
lesson Corinna Luyken shares in The 
Book of Mistakes (Dial, $18.99), in 
which unintended blobs and smudges form 
the basis for a wondrous imaginary world. 
Many creative forms, from hand claps to 
proverbs and fables, are celebrated in 
Let’s Clap, Jump, Sing and Shout; 
Dance, Spin and Turn it Out!: 
Games, Songs and Stories from 
an African American Childhood 
(Schwartz & Wade, $24.99). Patricia C. 
McKissack gifts readers with an ample 
compendium of songs, stories, and games 
that enriched her childhood and that of so 
many others. These are brought to life by 
Brian Pinkney’s swirling illustrations. 
Each of these titles will bring joy and 
wonder to your family. All ages. 

Janet Minichiello

FAMILY FAVORITES



Picture books can be for young and old 
and help us see hope in the midst of 
chaos. John McCutcheon’s story 
Flowers for Sarajevo (Peachtree, 
$19.95), illustrated by Kristy Caldwell, 
leaves you feeling both the impact of war 
and the strength of the human spirit; an 
enclosed CD with music by cellist Vadro 
Smailovic completes the package. The 
Banana-Leaf Ball (Kids Can, $18.95) 

by Katie Smith Milway also tells of 
all-too-real violence through the eyes of 
a child. After fleeing his native Burundi, 
Deo is living alone in a refugee camp in 
Tanzania when he goes from being bullied 
to being teammates with his rival. Shane 
Evans’s illustrations evoke a full range 
of emotions, from fear when Deo initially 
has to flee his home, to joy when play and 
friendship ultimately triumph. Ages 7-10.

Great stories have the ability to transport you to places you’ve never imagined. Gene Luen 
Yang, the National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, has created a challenge 
designed to inspire readers of all ages to explore the world through books. Through his 
program, Reading Without Walls, Yang challenges readers to:

1. Read a book about a character who doesn’t look like you or live like you.
2. Read a book about a topic you don’t know much about.
3. Read a book in a format that you don’t normally read for fun. This might be a 

chapter book, a graphic novel, a book in verse, a picture book or a hybrid book.

Here are a few recommendations to get started: 

READING WITHOUT WALLS



Amina’s Voice (Salaam Reads, $16.99) 
by Hena Khan is one of the first titles 
from Salaam Reads, a new imprint from 
Simon and Schuster focused on publishing 
books with Muslim protagonists. Tag along 
with 6th-grader Amina as she struggles to 
navigate changing friendships and familial 
cultural traditions and expectations in order 
to find her inner strength. Need a little 
action and adventure? Follow Farah and 
her two best friends into The Gauntlet 
(Salaam Reads, $16.99) by Karuna 
Riazi as they try to solve puzzles in order 
to save her brother and others trapped 
inside a mechanical board game. Want 
more emotion? Meet Ruthie in Lucky 
Broken Girl (Nancy Paulsen, $16.99) by 

Ruth Behar, a truly unique, multicultural 
coming-of-age story told from the 
perspective of a young Cuban-American 
girl confined to her bed after a tragic 
accident. Ages 9-12.

Travel to Australia and meet a boy with 
anti-immigrant views who falls for an 
Afghan refugee girl in The Lines We 
Cross (Scholastic, $18.99) by Randa 
Abdel-Fattah. Or follow 16-year-old 
Fabiola in American Street (Balzer & 
Bray/Harper Teen, $17.99) by Ibi Zoboi 
when her family emigrates from Haiti to 
Detroit and faces the stark realities of one 
girl’s struggles trying to find her way in a 
new world. Ages 13-17.

Whichever book you choose, immerse yourself in the story and share your thoughts and 
experiences on Twitter or Instagram with the hashtag #ReadingWithoutWalls. 

Donna Wells



The countdown begins at 29 days. 29 
days until Felix and the four-dimensional 
creature with which he shares his 13-year-
old body will be separated. It was his 
father’s failed science experiment that 
landed Zyx within Felix when he was 
only three years old, and now Felix and 
Zyx are risking death in order to lead 
separate lives. Readers come to know 
Felix through his “secret blog” posts; Zyx 
provides acerbic commentary when he 
directs Felix to type. All of Felix’s family 
members are quirky, fresh, and often 
funny; this memorable debut novel by 
Lisa Bunker explores wholly original 
lives that move beyond binaries. A wide 
range of readers will enjoy the countdown 
to the Zero Moment and the epilogue of 
Felix Yz (Viking, $16.99). Ages 11-13. 
Maria Salvadore

We all know that 
fairytale stepmothers 
are supposed 
to be evil, but 
what about step-
stepfathers? Anya, 
the second princess 
of the kingdom of 
Trallonia, prefers to 
avoid her boy-crazy 
older sister Morven 
and instead spends 
her time in the castle 
library with Gottfried, a wizard-turned-
librarian, and the royal dog, Ardent. Her 
quiet life is thrown for a loop when her 
stepmother’s new husband, Duke Rikard, 
casts a spell that turns Morven’s latest 
princely love interest into a frog. Anya, 
Gottfried, and Ardent reluctantly embark 
upon a quest to gather the ingredients for 
the magic lip balm needed to change the 
prince back to human form. Frogkisser! 
(Scholastic, $18.99), the newest work of 
beloved fantasy author Garth Nix, is a 
fractured fairytale sure to satisfy. Ages 11-
13. Allison Witten

When it comes to 
love, Louna means 
business– literally. 
Her summer job 
as an assistant 
wedding planner 
puts her in daily 
contact with 
couples in love; 
yet, after a major 
heartbreak, she 
believes that she 
is done with the 
whole romance thing Once and for 
All (Viking, $19.99). When the wild and 
handsome Ambrose joins her team, Louna 
is determined not to like him, much less 
love him. Of course, even in the wedding 
business, not everything goes as planned. 
Sarah Dessen is at her best in this 
summer read with substance. Ages 11-13. 
Liz Elfman

TEEN FICTION
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Sara and her two best 
friends are ready 
for their summer 
Reinvention Project. 
Plans for learning 
to surf, acquiring a 
new language, and 
dyeing their hair are 
already underway, but 
then one of Sara’s 

moms decides to take her family cross-
country by train in order to write about 
the experience for her blog. Even Sara’s 
friends are excited, but Sara can’t believe 
how much her plans have changed. 
Her only sanctuary from her moms and 
eccentric sisters is an English assignment: 
write about your summer. By the end of 
the trip, Sara realizes that This Would 
Make a Good Story Someday 
(Delacorte, $16.99)—and that she may 
have reinvented herself after all. Dana 
Alison Levy lets readers into Sara’s 
journal, which contains postcards, excerpts 
from her mom’s writing, and all of the juicy 
details of a summer traveling the country. 
Ages 11-13. Allison Witten 

During his senior year 
of high school, Sal finds 
himself confronting 
new and difficult 
realities. Having 
lived happily with his 
adoptive Mexican-
American father since 
the age of three, 
Sal is accustomed 
to the consistency 

of his father’s and his extended family’s 
love. His sense of security is deeply 
shaken, however, when he responds to 
a classmate’s racial and homophobic 
taunts with violence. Why was Sal’s rage 
lit that day? How can he help himself, 
and his two closest friends, work through 
the sudden and tragic events that seem 
to be coming one after another? With 
The Inexplicable Logic of My Life 
(Clarion, $17.99), Benjamin Alire 
Saenz offers readers a profound story 
rooted in family, heritage, grief, and hope. 
Ages 13-16. Delaney Eubanks

 
After being orphaned at a young age, 
Alice has grown up in the loving family of 
her uncle; her closest friend, Teddy, also 
experienced loss when his father walked 
out of his and his mother’s lives. Alice 
knows—and secretly loves—everything 
about Teddy; when she gives him a 
winning lottery ticket for his 18th birthday, 
however, it has the unexpected effect of 
throwing their friendship into uncharted 
waters. With its examination of the 
challenges that a Windfall (Delacorte, 
$18.99) brings to a friendship, Jennifer 
Smith’s latest novel explores how 
individuals accept or deny aspects of 
their lives that are beyond their control. 
This compelling, romantic tale ultimately 
delivers a hopeful message that is sorely 
needed in these times. Ages 13-17. Mary 
Alice Garber
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Ultra-popular Briggs Henry has just 
graduated from high school and is 
escaping to Lake Michigan for what 
he confidently predicts will be a cushy 
summer job as an 84-year-old woman’s 
personal assistant. Having won the hearts 
of countless moms and elderly country 
club goers, he sees his future boss as 
just another old lady ready to fall under 
his spell. Unfortunately for Briggs, Mrs. 
Bosic isn’t fooled by his charm. She 
immediately puts him to work as her 
chauffeur to a seemingly everlasting series 
of funerals. Then, just when Briggs finally 
feels like he’s getting used to these new 
circumstances, he meets Abigail, the 
mysterious girl from across the street. 
Driven by Erin McCahan’s blunt, 
punchy writing, The Lake Effect (Dial, 
$17.99) is ultimately about making your 
own luck. Ages 14-17. Allison Witten. This 
book will be published on July 11, 2017.

Dimple is anxious 
to prove her 
independence 
and coding skills, 
and bristles at her 
mother’s desire 
to find Dimple 
a good Indian 
husband. Rishi’s 
a traditionalist 
willing to yield 
to his family’s 
demands and 
study engineering rather than art. They’re 
both first-generation Americans born to 
Indian parents who are longtime friends 
and who want their children to follow in 
the traditions of their culture. This lively 
romantic comedy about what happened 
When Dimple Met Rishi (Simon & 
Schuster, $17.99) will capture the hearts of 
its readers. Narrated with wit and wisdom 
in both teens’ voices, Sandhya Menon 
depicts young people caught between 
personal and cultural identities. Ages 14-
17. Maria Salvadore

After 15-year-old 
Julie Beaufort-
Stuart returns to 
her family estate 
in Scotland for 
a final summer 
before it’s sold, 
she’s struck 
unconscious by a 
blow to the head. 
Upon regaining 
consciousness 
in the hospital, 
she learns 
that her grandfather’s river pearls have 
been stolen and the scholar who’s been 
cataloging the estate’s antiques is missing. 
A mystery drives The Pearl Thief 
(Hyperion, $18.99) forward, but within its 
twists and turns author Elizabeth Wein 
develops a complex picture of life around 
the Scottish hamlet of Strathfearn. Fans of 
Code Name Verity will savor this prequel, 
while newcomers to Wein’s novels will 
enjoy the novel as a stand-alone tale. 
Ages 14-17. Sharat Buddhavarapu
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When Marnie Wells 
begins telling 
fortunes using her 
grandmother’s old 
book about reading 
tea leaves, she 
discovers that her 
interpretations 
are eerily 
prescient. It all 
seems harmless 
enough—until 
her classmate 

Matt Cotrell seeks answers from her 
regarding the disappearance of his best 
friend Andrea. As Marnie becomes more 
deeply involved in unraveling the mystery, 
an increasingly threatening series of clues 
makes it hard to know whom to trust. 
The perfect mix of supernatural intrigue, 
romantic tension, and suspense, Emily 
Arsenault’s The Leaf Reader (Soho 
Teen, $18.99) will have readers turning 
pages until the surprising conclusion. Ages 
14-17. Amy Dickinson

When Jess and her 
fellow truant friends get 
caught shoplifting, all 
of the blame somehow 
falls on Jess’s 
shoulders. In order 
to avoid jail time, she 
finds herself forced 
to join a program for 
juvenile delinquents. 
She’s miserable until 
she bonds with Nicu, 

a Romanian immigrant who, like Jess, has 
suffered from domestic abuse and severe 
bullying. Thanks to their shared pain, they 
begin to stand up for each other and truly 
discover themselves along the way. When 
things take a turn for the worse, however, 
Jess and Nicu have to decide if it’s time for 
them to stand alone. Told in striking verse 
in alternating voices by authors Sarah 
Crossan and Brian Conaghan, We 
Come Apart (Bloomsbury, $17.99) offers 
a unique view into the very raw, very real 
experiences plaguing teens today. Ages 
14-18. Allison Witten

Ben Carver, an outstanding student 
and star athlete, fits the mold set by his 
domineering father and valued at his 
boarding school, but is he Honestly 
Ben (Arthur A. Levine, $17.99)? Confident 
that his romantic involvement with best 
friend Rafe is behind him, he’s started 
dating a girl named Hannah. Despite this 
budding relationship and being nominated 
for a coveted scholarship, Ben feels 
nothing but emptiness. Brimming with 
distinctive humor, convincing characters, 
and heartfelt truth, Bill Konigsburg’s 
stand-alone companion to Openly Straight 
explores the “messy business of life” and 
the importance of being true to oneself. 
Ages 14-18. Mary Alice Garber
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Author Brendan 
Reichs envisions 
a natural disaster 
that could end 
the human race 
in a new, fast-
paced science 
fiction series. The 
first installment, 
Nemesis 
(Putnam, $17.99), 
introduces 
teens Min and Noah. They both endure 
a paranormal cycle of death and 
resurrection that no one can explain. 
When they finally demand answers, they 
discover the lies that have entrapped 
them for their entire lives. Meanwhile, a 
deadly asteroid barrels toward Earth and 
threatens human extinction. As these 
parallel plots merge over the course of 
the novel, a sinister conspiracy involving 
sixteen teenagers quickly unravels. Ages 
14-18. Farah Kader.

Calling all 
bookworms! 
Words in Deep 
Blue (Knopf, 
$17.99) is a book 
about books—and 
the people who sell 
them, love them, 
take chances with 
them, and learn 
from them. Our 
tale begins with 
Rachel’s love 
letter to her best 

friend, Henry. He never responds and 
Rachel moves away, but she reconnects 
with Henry years later after getting a job 
in his family’s bookshop. Still struggling 
to make sense of her brother’s sudden 
death, the last thing she needs is another 
complication. Cath Crowley’s rich novel 
presents a comfortingly flawed character, 
a comedic moment, a poignant memory, 
or a battle with grief on every page. Enjoy 
frequent nods to the literary heroes of 
yesterday in this heartfelt, deeply human 
story. Ages 14-18. Liz Elfman.

When 16-year-
old pyromaniac 
Iris learns that 
the father she’s 
never met is 
dying, it’s because 
her mother has 
already decided 
that Iris has to visit 
him in England in 
exchange for the 
possibility of a 
significant inheritance. It’s been 12 
years since Iris and Ernest spoke, and Iris 
has no interest in bonding with a man who, 
according to her mother, never wanted to 
be a father. But during his last days, Iris 
connects with Ernest in a way she never 
expected—over art, particularly Yves 
Klein’s famous piece Fire Color One 
(Philomel, $17.99). Moving between the 
past and the present, Jenny Valentine 
has skillfully woven a poignant story about 
truth, redemption, and art against a stark 
backdrop of family dysfunction. Ages 14-
18. Emi London

The Hate U Give 
(Balzer + Bray, 
$17.99) begins 
when a police officer 
shoots a black 
teenager at a traffic 
stop one night in 
Garden Heights. The 
subsequent public 
outrage raises 
questions about 
police brutality and 

the gang presence in the neighborhood. At 
the center of it all is Starr, the sole witness 
to her friend’s murder, and the only one 
who can testify about what happened that 
night. The incident forces her to reconcile 
her grief with a burning resentment 
towards her apathetic classmates 
and local law enforcement. Angie 
Thomas’s debut novel unpacks subtle 
and overt forms of racism in America, and 
represents a new generation of young 
people learning to navigate conversations 
about race in their everyday lives. Ages 
14-18. Farah Kader.
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The life of a 
ladybug can be 
quite mysterious 
if you don’t look 
closely enough. 
But these little 
beetles lead 
exciting lives, and 
The Ladybug 
(Laurence King, 

$12.99) uncovers the secrets of their 
hidden world. Using simple language and 
brightly colored drawings, Bernadette 
Gervais describes everything from 
ladybug anatomy to aspects of the insect’s 
behavior. Gervais’s illustrations also 
feature an array of patterns and colors that 
shatter the misconception that all ladybugs 
are identical. Young scientists will learn all 
about insect metamorphosis and build their 
etymological vocabulary while interacting 
with this clever lift-the-flap book. Ages 3-7. 
Farah Kader

Praying mantises 
may be known 
for their bulging 
eyes, triangular 
heads, and 
long, leaf-like 
bodies, but does 
anyone really 
know what they 
do all day? 
Luckily, a young 
bug named P. 
Mantis has shared his personal summer 
diary to walk us through his routine. Paul 
Meisel’s acrylic ink illustrations vividly 
display all of the different environments 
that a praying mantis must navigate over 
the course of a summer. My Awesome 
Summer by P. Mantis (Holiday 
House, $16.95) is a witty introduction to 
the praying mantis lifecycle, offering odd 
and interesting facts about its feeding 
habits, shedding patterns, and more! Ages 
4-8. Farah Kader

Mama penguin is on a mission—a 
mission to get baby penguin some grub. 
Papa penguin is in charge, while all the 
feathered moms of the waddle (read: 
group) “climb down cliffs” and “hop across 
sand” to the dangerous sea to gather 
some food. Fighting many enemies along 
the way, will mama, papa, and baby 
penguin succeed in reuniting and filling 
their tummies? Nic Bishop brings 
adorable rockhopper penguins to life 
with his lively descriptions and close-up 
photographs of the familial bonds that play 
such an integral part in every Penguin 
Day (Scholastic, $16.99). Ages 7-10. 
Kasie Griffitts 

In his latest work, 
author and illustrator 
Jason Chin not 
only demonstrates his 
meticulous research 
on the Grand 
Canyon (Roaring 
Brook, $19.99), but 
also his inventive use of the 
page. Chin augments the simple narrative 
of a father and daughter’s hike through the 
canyon by illustrating the biodiversity and 
complexity of the majestic park through 
visual layers, with landscape paintings, 
diagrams, and topographical maps 
overlapping each other. Camouflaged 
die cuts invite readers to peek into the 
geological history of the park’s varied 
terrain, and even the page margins form 
a directory of plants and animals found 
throughout the Canyon. While unearthing 
fossil footprints, ancient rock deposits, and 
ecological communities, Chin’s characters 
are transported back in time to observe 
the breathtaking evolution of “the grandest 
canyon on Earth.” Ages 8-12. Farah Kader. 
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The amazing duo who created The Man 
with the Violin returns with a new tribute 
to the celebrated violinist and conductor 
Joshua Bell. In a dazzling narrative, 
Kathy Stinson traces the young 
musician’s earliest years and focuses on 
his amazing talent and first competition. 
Dusan Petricic’s illustrations capture 
The Dance of the Violin (Annick, 
$18.95) and bring to life the exuberance 
and flourish of Bell’s playing as well as 
his persistence after making mistakes. 
Back matter provides answers for young 
readers who wish to discover more about 
Joshua Bell. Ages 4-8. Mary Alice Garber

Originally included in 
a letter to his sister, 
written to make her 
smile, poet John 
Keats’s A Song 
About Myself 
(Candlewick, $17.99) 
does not disappoint. 
A whimsical rhyme 
brought to life by 
Chris Raschka’s 
detailed and 
delightful watercolor 
illustrations takes 

you on a romp through the countryside of 
Scotland with the young Keats. Arriving at 
the end of the poem, you feel like you’ve 
just finished a long walk with a close 
friend. In four short chapters, Keats has 
crafted a fast-paced story while providing 
opportunities for the reader to pause and 
reflect along the way. It’s a journey you’ll 
want to make all over again. Ages 6-9. 
Donna Wells

George Ancona, whose photography 
has documented children’s activism in 
Can We Help? and It’s Our Garden, 
turns his camera and his straightforward, 
documentary-style text on an extraordinary 
annual performance at the National Dance 
Institute of New Mexico. More than 500 
schoolchildren come together to perform 
20 dances based on children’s books, 
each with artful costuming and expressive 
choreography that leaps from the page. 
The elaborate preparations in local school 
gymnasiums are recounted alongside a 
quieter story of four boys who are pulled 
from their classes for extra training. From 
pas de deux to stage fighting, this is what 
Boys Dancing (Candlewick, $16.99) 
looks like. Ages 6-9. Emily Ellerbe

From samba to 
square dance, 
Feel the Beat 
(Dial, $17.99) 
with fun and 
imaginative 
poems about 
dances from 
around the 
world. Each 
poem is cleverly 

crafted by Marilyn Singer to match 
the rhythm of its respective dance, and 
is accompanied by Kristi Valiant’s 
illustrations that are full to bursting with the 
colorful, kinetic energy. The book includes 
back matter describing the dances, as well 
as a CD of Singer reading each poem set 
to the appropriate music. It’s a collection 
that really swings! Ages 7-10. Marc Villa
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Poets celebrate 
their own favorite 
masters of the 
genre in Out 
of Wonder 
(Candlewick, 
$16.99). Beloved 
children’s 
author Kwame 
Alexander and 
collaborators 

Chris Colderley and Marjory 
Wentworth have created new verses 
that reflect the styles and ideas of some 
of the world’s greatest poets, including 
Naomi Shihab Nye, Pablo Neruda, e.e. 
cummings, Rumi, and Maya Angelou. 
Equally breathtaking are the wealth of 
illustrations by the dazzlingly talented 
Ekua Holmes. Her gorgeous, dark-
hued collages reflect her own poetic 
interpretation of the words and beckon you 
to turn the page and discover even more 
wonder. Ages 9-12. Kerri Poore

What do Félix 
Varela, Pura 
Belpré, and Tito 
Puente all have 
in common? 
They were all 
remarkable—
and they were 
all Latinx. 
In Bravo!: 
Poems 
about Amazing Hispanics  
(Henry Holt, $18.99), author Margarita 
Engle and illustrator Rafael López 
celebrate the lives of famous and not-
so-famous individuals who have made 
important contributions to the world. Poets 
mingle with doctors, revolutionaries with 
athletes, in this powerful tribute to the 
myriad interests, personalities, and talents 
of Latinx people. Ages 9-12.  
Sharat Buddhavarapu

Ever heard of the 
Golden Shovel 
poetry form? 
Experience the 
uplift, empowerment, 
and inspiration of 
One Last Word 
(Bloomsbury, 
$18.99) and you 
won’t soon forget 
it. Nikki Grimes 

has seamlessly integrated verses from 8 
poets of the Harlem Renaissance into her 
newly composed poems and paired them 
with original artwork by 15 noted African-
American illustrators, including Christopher 
Myers, Brian Pinkney, and Grimes herself. 
These depictions of love and resilience 
reflect on history while simultaneously 
providing continued hope for the future. 
Biographies included in the back of the 
book provide a solid bridge for readers to 
continue their exploration of these master 
poets of the past and visual artists of 
today. Ages 10-14. Donna Wells

Vincent van Gogh has 
risen to such fame 
since his death that 
the most salacious 
details of this great 
artist’s life story are 
widely known: an ear, 
a mental illness, a 
suicide. As Deborah 
Heiligman (Charles 
and Emma) illustrates 
in her latest dual 
biography, however, van Gogh’s existence 
cannot be understood separately from that 
of his younger brother. For the entirety of 
their adult lives, a multitude of factors— 
DNA, money, art, and love— kept 
Vincent and Theo (Henry Holt, $19.99) 
inextricably linked. Told through expressive 
prose that paints its own portrait of two 
men struggling to shoulder their own and 
each other’s burdens, the brothers’ story 
will sear itself into the minds of its readers. 
Ages 14-18. Janet Minichiello
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When the first piloted, untethered hot-air 
balloon flight in history took place over 
Paris in 1783, Sophie Blanchard was 
only five years old. Once the news of this 
revolutionary voyage reached her small 
hometown, however, the young girl’s heart 
was seized with a desire to fly that would 
change her life forever. Despite her fear 
of carriage rides and large crowds that 
limited her movements on land, Blanchard 
would grow up to become the first 
female professional aeronaut. Matthew 
Clark Smith’s poetic biography and 
Matt Tavares’s illustrations featuring 
evocative, sweeping skies bring emotion 
and intimacy to the story of a woman who 
achieved her dream of becoming Lighter 
than Air (Candlewick, $16.99). Ages 6-9. 
Janet Minichiello 

A child growing up in early eighteenth-
century England had few reading options: 
preachy poems, stark rulebooks, and 
religious texts that made them fear that 
death was near. Fortunately for more 
recent generations of young readers, 
a London publisher and printer named 
John Newbery thought that these choices 
were Balderdash! (Chronicle, $17.99). 
Michelle Markel’s alliterative text 
exuberantly portrays the story of how 
Newbery set out to publish books that 
were delightful as well as instructional. 
Whimsical illustrations by Nancy 
Carpenter augment this energetic 
biography of the father of children’s 
literature and namesake of the American 
Library Association’s annual award for 
“the most distinguished contribution to 
American literature for children.” Ages 6-9. 
Margaret Orto 

Before he dreamt of 
hobbits, made-up 
languages, or the “One 
Ring to rule them all,” 
J.R.R. Tolkien was a 
young boy enchanted 
by dragons. John 
Ronald’s Dragons (Roaring 
Brook, $18.99) soared through the skies, 
belched flame, and hoarded treasures. 
Author Caroline McAlister locates 
Tolkien’s fascination with the mythical 
beasts in his early childhood and traces 
its development throughout his life until it 
bore fruit in The Hobbit’s very own dragon, 
Smaug. Eliza Wheeler’s illustrations 
honor John Ronald’s first love with a 
hidden dragon-like character on every 
page. Ages 6-9. Sharat Buddhavarapu
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Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, 
a scholar living in 
late-nineteenth-
century Jerusalem, 
was so devoted to 
reviving Hebrew 
that he insisted 
on raising his son, 
Ben-Zion, to speak 
The Language 

of Angels (Charlesbridge, $16.99) 
and nothing else. It made for a lonely 
childhood, since neighborhood children 
spoke Yiddish or other languages. 
Eventually, Ben-Yehuda realized that the 
best way to bring back Hebrew was to 
teach the language to all children, not just 
one; and so it happened that father and 
son collaborated to create Hebrew words 
for modern speakers. Karla Gudeon’s 
illustrations enhance the emotional arc 
of author Richard Michelson’s tale. 
Back matter provides context and explains 
where this poignant story diverges from the 
historical record. Ages 6-9. Margaret Orto

Early one morning 
in 1997, the first 
child of Ziauddin 
Yousafzai of 
Mingora, Pakistan, 
was born. Although 
many fathers in his 
country would have 
preferred a male child, Ziauddin believed 
that all children deserve an education; 
he was proud of his daughter, who by 
the time she was eleven was known 
around the world as Malala: Activist 
for Girls’ Education (Charlesbridge, 
$17.99). Raphaele Frier’s account of 
Malala’s life, translated from the French 
by Julie Cormier, is expertly tailored 
for a young audience. Aurelia Fronty 
draws inspiration from the folk art of South 
Asia to create warm-toned illustrations that 
invite readers to immerse themselves in 
Malala’s world. Photographs, additional 
biographical information, and excerpts 
from Malala’s writing conclude this 
handsome and inspiring biography. Ages 
7-10. Maria Salvadore

The Vietnam Memorial plays a part in 
both Maya Lin: Artist-Architect 
of Light and Lines (Henry Holt, 
$17.99), a picture-book biography of the 
designer of the stirring monument, and 
Rolling Thunder (Scholastic, $17.99), 
a fictionalized story about the annual 
Memorial Day motorcycle demonstration 
in Washington, DC. A graceful narrative 
by Jeanne Walker Harvey and 
elegant illustrations by Dow Phumiruk 
reveal the inspirational story of Lin, who 
won the design contest for the Vietnam 
Memorial when she was still in college. 
Meanwhile, the spare, poetic words of 
Kate Messner and the evocative 
drawings of Greg Ruth tell the story of 
the thousands of motorcyclists who ride 
annually for freedom, paying tribute to the 
Vietnam War veterans still categorized as 
POW or MIA as well as all those who serve 
in the U.S. Armed Forces. Ages 7-10. 
Margaret Orto

If you find numbers 
confusing—or, at times, 
even boring—you have 
something in common 
with William Playfair. 
When everyone else 
saw numbers, Playfair 
dreamed in Lines, 
Bars and Circles (Kids Can, $17.95). 
Helaine Becker takes readers through 
the life and times of this colorful thinker, 
now known as the inventor of the graph. 
Playfair was indisputably a pioneer, but he 
was, tragically, perhaps a little too forward-
thinking for his time. Featuring fanciful 
illustrations by Marie-Eve Tremblay 
and bite-sized historical vignettes, 
this book is more than just a lesson in 
mathematics: like a graph, it tells a story. 
Ages 7-10. Liz Elfman. 
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S.D. Nelson’s biography of Red 
Cloud (Abrams, $19.95) chronicles the 
life of the Lakota chief who worked to 
unite the Plains Indians in coordinated 
resistance against the U.S. Army and 
government’s expansion into the Great 
Plains. Nelson writes in Red Cloud’s 
voice to create a narrative that reads like 
a grand story passed down through the 
ages. A fascinating mélange of natural 
and postmodern elements, Nelson’s 
colorful illustrations add dimension to 
topics ranging from war to resettlement 
on reservations while also offering an 
effective visual contrast to the black-
and-white archival photographs seeded 
throughout this fascinating account. Ages 
8-12. Marc Villa

Many know Isaac 
Newton as the 
mathematician and 
astronomer who 
developed fundamental 
laws of modern physics. 
A lesser-known 
part of his narrative 
unfolds in Isaac 

the Alchemist: Secrets of Isaac 
Newton, Reveal’d (Candlewick, 
$19.99). This biography focuses on 
Newton’s early life, and how his childhood 
experiences in alchemy and agriculture 
paved the way to his groundbreaking 
discoveries. Mary Losure’s expressive 
prose paints a fully realized portrait of the 
man who shaped our understanding of 
motion, space, and even color. Preserved 
pages from his own personal notebooks 
are interspersed throughout the book, 
giving readers a more intimate look at this 
unfamiliar side of Isaac Newton. Ages 11-
13. Farah Kader.

Women vied for a 
place behind the 
wheel as soon as 
the automobile 
made its debut. 
Despite concerns 
that women 
driving would 
upset the social 
order, Motor 
Girls (National 
Geographic, 
$18.99) joined men on the road 
and forever changed the roles of 
women everywhere. Through vintage 
photographs, primary source material, 
and a lively narrative, author Sue Macy 
chronicles the bumpy road faced by many 
women from the turn of the twentieth 
century through World War I seeking to 
stay in the driver’s seat. A foreword by 
racecar driver Danica Patrick gets the 
book off to a speedy start. Ages 11 to 14. 
Margaret Orto

After three 
years of 
maintaining 
our isolationist 
resistance to 
entering World 
War I, in 1917 
we heeded 
the call to 
Come On 
In, America 
(Abrams, 
$17.95). Richly 

detailed with period photographs, news 
articles, and propaganda posters, Linda 
Barrett Osborne’s broad but deep 
examination of America’s participation 
in the Great War makes a compelling 
case for why this epoch deserves more 
attention from the young history lover 
in your house. Osborne meticulously 
documents how the first modern war 
changed America’s position in the world 
and highlighted government hypocrisy and 
societal injustice on the home front. Ages 
11-14. Emily Ellerbe
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Game-winning 
headers, shots 
rocketed from 
midfield, overtime 
penalty kicks: Carli 
Lloyd’s honest 
and direct memoir 
includes nearly as 
much suspense as 
her soccer career. 
Filled with breathless 
play-by-play action, 

All Heart: My Dedication and 
Determination to Become One 
of Soccer’s Best (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, $16.99) chronicles the discipline, 
disappointments, and grit necessary to 
become one of soccer’s greatest living 
players. Emphasizing perseverance in the 
face of personal and athletic challenges, 
the book, co-written with Wayne Coffey, 
will enthrall fans and serve as inspiration to 
anyone who has thought of herself as an 
underdog. Ages 10-14. Amy Dickinson

A soccer 
superstar: that’s 
what ten-year-
old Maya plans 
to be. So what 
if she has never 
dribbled a ball? 
Who cares if her 
classmates call 
soccer a “boy’s 
sport” and her 
grandmother 
pleads with 
her to just be 
“a good Indian 

girl”? Set in a conservative Malaysian 
town in the 1980s, Ten: A Soccer 
Story (Clarion, $16.99) details Maya’s 
determination to form a soccer team, 
deal with her parents’ divorce, and come 
to terms with her own sense of being 
out of place. Certain to charm readers, 
Shamini Flint’s fast-paced coming-of-
age story goes deep and encourages big 
dreams. Ages 11-13. Amy Dickinson. This 
book will be published on June 20, 2017.

You don’t have to be a football fan to 
thoroughly enjoy Steve Sheinkin’s 
latest deep dive into history, 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the 
Carlisle Indian School Football 
Team (Roaring Brook, $19.99). The 
award-winning author addresses three 
diverse, yet uniquely related, topics: the 
engrossing biography of Olympian Jim 
Thorpe; the implementation of the forward 
pass, which added finesse and strategy to 
American football; and, most importantly, 
the dehumanizing assimilation program 
that was forced upon Native American 
children by a government determined to 
wipe out their cultural heritage. Social 
activists, armchair athletes, and history 
buffs alike will not want to miss this gold 
medal of a book. Ages 11-14. Renée Bosco
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Old is new again with three familiar tales 
which are certain to delight fans of all 
ages. In the 25th Anniversary Edition of 
Farmer Duck (Candlewick, $16.99 
HB/$6.99 PB) by Martin Waddell, a 
beleaguered duck grudgingly endures his 
lazy farmer’s incessant question, “How 
goes the work?” Helen Oxenbury’s 
illustrations humorously depict the duck’s 
angst and ultimate triumph with the 
unexpected departure of his indolent 
nemesis. Author/illustrator icon Jerry 
Pinkney has created a gorgeous 

rendition of the classic Norwegian folktale 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff (Little, 
Brown, $17.99). A tweak to the ending, 
however, might surprise those anticipating 
the troll’s predicted demise. First published 
in 1956, André François’s clever story 
of the derivation of the term Crocodile 
Tears (Enchanted Lion, $16.95) 
features a reptilian protagonist who is 
sly and somewhat manipulative, but also 
extremely endearing. Ages 4-7. 

Renée Bosco
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