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Big Bear Li� le Chair 
(Chronicle, $16.99) is not an 
ordinary book of comparisons. 
This delightful new o� ering 
from Lizi Boyd allows young 
readers to compare di� erent 
sizes of animals and objects in 
various se� ings. From the “big 
lion” riding his “li� le wagon” 
to the “big penguin” atop a 
“li� le iceberg” who is wearing 
a “tiny hat,” the objects grow 
smaller and smaller as the book 
progresses. Illustrations that pop 

o�  the page will thoroughly entertain children as they 
learn important size concepts.  Ages 3-5. Kasie Gri�  � s

“There were fi ve of them. 
And they were waiting…” 
Each of the toys si� ing 
on a windowsill waits for 
something: the moon, the 
wind, rain, snow—or, in 
the rabbit’s case, nothing 
in particular. One day, 
the group gets a surprise 
when a cat joins them—but 
what is she Waiting (Greenwillow, $17.99) for? The 
diminutive creatures quietly observe and thrill in clouds, 
bu� erfl ies, changing seasons, and much more from 
their limited though intriguing vantage point, showing 
readers the quiet joys of patience. Kevin Henkes’s 
gentle illustrations and calm but spare text prove once 
again his mastery of the picture-book format. Ages 3-6. 
Maria Salvadore

Leo is a friendly soul, 
excited to welcome a 
new family to his home. 
Unfortunately, the fi rst 
meeting is less than 
successful: the newcomers 
can’t seem to get past the 
fact that Leo is a ghost. 
Expelled from his own 
house, the lonely phantom 

wanders the city. When he meets a young girl named 
Jane, however, his luck may be beginning to change. 
In Leo: A Ghost Story (Chronicle, $16.99), Mac 
Barne� ’s whimsical plot and deceptively simple 
prose perfectly complement Christian Robinson’s 
delightfully quirky illustrations, whose limited pale� e 
and vintage details (including Leo’s charming bowtie) 
make this the most lovable ghost story in recent 
memory.  Ages 3-6. Janet Minichiello

In an opening burst of 
sunlight, Kathryn 
Otoshi and Bret 
Baumgarten ask 
their readers what their 
Beautiful Hands 
(Blue Dot, $17.99) will do 
today. Handprints in a 
rainbow of colors create 

playful illustrations on each double-page spread. The 
paintings expressively depict the real and the imagined, 
ranging from birds to dragons, and are accompanied 
by suggestions to answer the initial question: Will 
your hands plant ideas, touch hearts, li�  spirits? The 
combination of fresh artwork, created by the handprints 
of the authors and their families and friends, and lyrical 
language is sure to inspire conversation and art-making 
alike. Ages 3-6. Maria Salvadore

The long winter is over, and 
Li� le Bear happily traipses 
through the forest on a fresh 
spring morning. A dark hole 
a� racts his a� ention and he 
squeezes inside to investigate. 
He can’t believe his eyes! Li� le 
Bear discovers a spectacular 
subterranean circus, complete 
with aerial acrobats, silly side 
shows, high-wire walkers, 
and... is that Papa Bear juggling in the center ring? 
French author and illustrator Benjamin Chaud 
works his magic once again with his signature detailed 
tableaux, full of vibrant color and fantastical fun. The 
Bear’s Surprise (Chronicle, $17.99) that concludes 
the story makes this special family act complete. Ages 
3-8.  Renee Bosco

Peter tells his father that he 
thinks it is a terrible idea 
to move to the deep, dark, 
scary woods. Unfortunately, 
only his dog, Harold, can 
hear him. Upon their 
arrival, Peter and Harold 
make Lenny, a stu� ed 

blanket statue who will guard them from whatever 
lies in the forest. But they don’t want Lenny to be as 
lonely as they are, so they make him a companion. In 
Lenny & Lucy (Roaring Brook, $17.99), life changes 
with the guardians’ creation, and then again when a 
new neighbor shows up to join the motley quartet. 
In their distinctive style, author Philip C. Stead 
and illustrator Erin E. Stead (A Sick Day for Amos 
McGee) show that the woods can still hold potential—if 
you have friends by your side. Ages 3-8. Heather Wilson
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Max is on a mission to do 
what all cats must do: chase 
mice. The only hitch is that 
Max does not know what this 
Mouse looks like. Will Max’s 
determination be a match 
for Mouse’s cunning? Fall in 
love with Max the Brave 
(Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, 
$16.99) as he seeks to fulfi ll 

his destiny in Ed Vere’s hilarious and adorable tale. 
Ages 4-7. Janet Minichiello 

In Elephant in the 
Dark (Scholastic, $17.99), 
Mina Javaherbin’s 
lively, humorous storytelling 
and Eugene Yelchin’s 
vibrant, Persian-inspired 
illustrations breathe new life 
into a classic Rumi poem. 
When a traveling merchant 
returns home with a mysterious and exotic creature, his 
impatient neighbors are eager to catch a glimpse. While 
the merchant rests, the members of the community take 
turns sneaking into the animal’s dark enclosure. Each 
emerges with a vivid and unique impression. The large 
elephant’s snake-like trunk, tree-like legs, paintbrush-
like tail, and fan-like ears lead each individual to a 
di� erent conclusion. Instead of piecing together their 
fi ndings, everyone clings to their personal certainties 
and the town descends into a fi t of shouting and shoving. 
With a gentle moral as relevant now as it was eight 
centuries ago, this is a beautifully re-imagined tale worth 
passing on. Ages 4-7. Amy Sands

One New York City day, a young boy named Leonard 
decides to cut across the park on his way home. In the 
“deepest, darkest part of the park,” he discovers an egg. 
Believing it to contain a lizard, he takes it home with him 
and plays with it all evening. He cuddles with it all night. 
In the morning, Leonard hears the egg “jiggle and crack,” 
and out pops his new friend Buster. He takes Buster all 
over New York and watches him grow and grow and 
grow until he no longer fi ts anywhere. Leonard, however, 
has a plan for the Lizard from the Park (Simon 
& Schuster, $17.99). Beloved author/illustrator Mark 
Pe�  brings Leonard, Buster, and New York City to life 
in this charming picture book. Ages 4-7. Kasie Gri�  � s

Olivier Tallec’s picture-book puzzle, originally 
published in France, is entertaining, educational, and 
clever in its simplicity. Each two-page spread features 
a lineup of children and animals under a question like, 
“Who forgot a swimsuit?” Readers then hunt for visual 
clues in the book’s horizontal pages. Children will learn 
to identify a range of emotions as well as infer cause and 
e� ect; for example, fi nding the unhappy scratched-up 
child in response to the query, “Who played with that 
mean cat?” Parents and children alike will enjoy spo� ing 
Who Done It? (Chronicle, $15.99) again and again. 
They also can make up their own seek-and-fi nd games 
using the expressive characters and funny situations. 
Ages 4-8. Heidi Powell

Cuando Abuela viene a vivir 
en los Estados Unidos con 
Mia y sus padres, es difícil 
comunicarse: su abuela no 
habla inglés muy bien y Mia 
tampoco sabe mucho español. 
Al principio pasan casi todo 
el tiempo en silencio, pero 
después Mia y su madre 
compran un loro llamado Mango.  Él, Abuela, y Mia 
aprenden nuevas palabras juntos y aprenden a quererse 
también. En Mango, Abuela y yo (Candlewick, 
$15.99 HB/$7.99 PB), autora Meg Medina y 
ilustradora Angela Dominguez representan con 
encanto los problemas y, lo más importante, las alegrías 
de crear una nueva relación que trasciende el lenguaje. 
Edades 4-8. Janet Minichiello

When Abuela 
(“grandmother”) comes 
to live in the United 
States with Mia and her 
parents, it’s di±  cult to 
communicate: Abuela 
doesn’t speak English 
very well and Mia doesn’t 
know much Spanish 
either. In the beginning, 

the two spend almost all the time in silence, but then 
Mia and her mother buy a parrot named Mango. He, 
Abuela, and Mia learn new words together and learn 
to love each other, too. In Mango, Abuela, and 
Me (Candlewick, $15.99), author Meg Medina and 
illustrator Angela Dominguez engagingly depict 
the problems and, more importantly, the joys of creating 
a new relationship that transcends language. Ages 4-8. 
Janet Minichiello
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The dizzying heights and 
iconic profi le of Yosemite’s 
spectacular vertical rock 
formation, El Capitan, have 
captured generations of 
artists’ and adventurers’ 
imaginations. Discover one 
of the earliest stories this 

natural landmark inspired with Two Bear Cubs 
(Yosemite Conservancy, $15.95). In Robert D. San 
Souci’s retelling of a Southern Sierra Miwok legend, 
a pair of young grizzly brothers becomes stranded atop 
the great rock’s plateau. Their frantic mother enlists the 
aid of a host of forest animals, but the steep cli�  faces 
prove too treacherous for even the most nimble climbers. 
The situation seems hopeless until a tiny measuring 
worm volunteers to help. This story of heroism and 
self-confi dence, with warm and inviting illustrations by 
Daniel San Souci, allows adventurers of all ages to 
see El Cap, or Tu-tok-a-nu’-la (Miwork for “measuring 
worm”), in a new light. Ages 4-8. Amy Sands

Follow the sun as it makes its 
daily rounds: appearing briefl y 
to a polar bear family, balancing 
on the wing of a plane to the 
delight of a young passenger, 
meeting the rain high over a 
desert, crossing cities, and 
fi nally barging straight through 
Coco’s window. Bob Graham’s beautiful new picture 
book shows and tells its audience How the Sun Got 
to Coco’s House (Candlewick, $17.99). Rendered 
in muted watercolors, Graham’s gentle and appealing 
illustrations depict the sun’s relationship with people, 
places, and animals across the globe. Ages 4-8. Heidi 
Powell

Cornelius takes great pride 
in his work sweeping 
streets and tossing bags 
onto his big garbage 
truck. The pleasure his 
job a� ords him is evident 
as he sings, dances, and 
greets the people he meets 

along his route in New Orleans’s French Quarter. A� er 
Hurricane Katrina hits his beloved city, Cornelius’s 
tireless spirit inspires others to help clean up their 
neighborhoods. Author Phil Bildner learned about 
the real man who inspired Marvelous Cornelius 
(Chronicle, $16.99) while working to restore post-
hurricane New Orleans. The lively text uses alliteration 
to recreate the sounds of the city, and together with 
John Parra’s stylized, highly textured illustrations 
makes a fi � ing tribute to the enduring strength of one of 
our country’s great cities. Ages 4-8. Maria Salvadore

While their human 
is on vacation, 
Lumphy the bu� alo, 
Plastic the ball, 
and StingRay 
the stingray 
witness their fi rst 
snowfall. Ever-

inquisitive Lumphy can’t contain his curiosity about 
this mysterious phenomenon; StingRay, who is “more 
poetic than factual,” and practical Plastic provide 
di� erent sorts of answers to his questions. Clothed in a 
glove for a hat (Lumphy), a plastic bag (StingRay), and 
the emperor’s birthday suit (Plastic), the Toys Meet 
Snow (Schwartz & Wade, $17.99) and experience a 
perfect winter day. Author Emily Jenkins and 
illustrator Paul O. Zelinsky have taken the beloved 
protagonists of their early chapter-book series and 
created a gentle tale well suited for their current fans as 
well as a younger audience. Ages 4-8. Janet Minichiello

What’s your idea of the 
perfect day? Do you like to 
pretend? Meet a girl whose 
adventures are limited 
only by her imagination: 
This is Sadie (Tundra, 
$17.99).  Sadie spends the 
morning playing in a box 
(really, she’s crossing 
a wide, wide sea in an 
enormous boat).  She has 
friends who live in the 
pages of books. She even has wings, though they’re hard 
to see. Author Sara O’Leary and illustrator Julie 
Morstad introduce young readers to a small girl with a 
big imagination. Ages 4-8. Heidi Powell

In a fresh retelling of 
Aesop’s fable about 
City Mouse and 
Country Mouse, 
award-winning 
artist R. Gregory 
Christie employs 
an adroit text 
peppered with 

onomatopoeia.  Vibrant double-page spreads portray the 
solitude of the country and the faster pace of the city.  
Each mouse discovers where his heart lies and where he 
feels safe: Mousetropolis (Holiday House, $16.95) 
is home for City Mouse, but not for Country Mouse.  
Messages abound between the words and pictures in this 
soon-to-be classic.  Ages 4-8. Mary Alice Garber
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The Queen is on her 
way to visit someone 
very special when the 
wind goes swish and 
blows her hat right o�  
of her head. Follow 
the Queen, her dog, 
and the Royal Guard 
as they chase The 

Queen’s Hat (Scholastic, $16.99) on a whirlwind tour 
of London’s iconic landmarks. Set o�  from Buckingham 
Palace, rub noses with the animals in London Zoo, and 
take a spin on the London Eye. Not to worry: the Queen, 
her hat, and her entire entourage touch down safely 
at Kensington Palace just in time for her visit. Steve 
Antony’s clear and appealing story and art will delight 
long-time Anglophiles and newcomers to London alike. 
Ages 4-8. Heidi Powell

Groups of animals have 
never looked quite 
so colorful, elegant, 
and yes, stylish as in 
Anna Wright’s 
new picture book 
of collective nouns. 
Ink and watercolor 
splashes transform a 
drove of pigs into a surprisingly sumptuous gathering. A 
mischief of mice, a prickle of hedgehogs, and A Tower 
of Gira� es (Charlesbridge, $17.95) all look splendid 
outfi � ed in collages of opulent fabric and wallpaper. 
Each illustration is accompanied by a clever and 
informative description of the pictured animal group. 
With such an array of ‘collections’ of cri� ers, here’s 
hoping Wright is already working on her next fabulous 
volume. Ages 4-8.  Renee Bosco

The title Counting Lions 
(Candlewick, $22) and the 
deceptively simple nature 
of Katie Co� on’s prose 
may make this seem like 
just another counting 
book; Co� on’s poetic text, 
however, draws a� ention 
not only to the ascending 
numbers and the animals 

themselves, but to the precariousness of their survival 
due to human activity. Stephen Walton pays 
homage to these creatures’ unique beauty with dazzling 
charcoal illustrations whose level of detail is almost 
unbelievable. It is easy to get lost in the magnifi cent 
mane of the lion, the beautiful feathers of the macaws, 
or the silvery fur of the Ethiopian wolves. Together, 
Co� on and Walton highlight the irreplaceability of some 
of Earth’s most extraordinary beings. Ages 4 and up. 
Heather Wilson

Watch history unfold for the 
moles living in Moletown 
(NorthSouth, $17.95) and discover 
some eerie and poignant 
parallels to our own society’s 
historical developments. In a 
nearly wordless book, German 
author and illustrator Torben 

Kuhlman provides food for thought in a spectacularly 
beautiful display of progress and invention in this 
increasingly complex underground community. The 
discomfi ting conclusion to the story is lightened by 
the possibilities evident in the endpapers. This is a fi ne 
example of picture books for older readers that provide 
opportunities for contemplation and discussion. Ages 
5-9. Kerri Poore

The captain and 
first mate of the 
Cu� ee are father and 
daughter, continuing 
the tradition of 
their seafaring 
family. Instead of 
hunting whales like their ancestors, 
however, the duo takes passengers out to watch and 
admire these majestic creatures. The young fi rst mate 
compares past and present while educating her audience 
in Whale Trails, Before and Now (Henry 
Holt, $17.99). For example, did you know that children 
were once taught that whales were dangerous and only 
useful for their blubber and baleen? Lesa Cline-
Ransome’s engaging narrative contains many such 
fascinating facts, while G. Brian Karas juxtaposes 
“now” and “before now” by using full color and sepia 
tones, respectively, in his delightful illustrations. Readers 
will enjoy the author’s note describing the book’s genesis 
as well as suggested additional books. Ages 6-9. Maria 
Salvadore

Forgo the electronic 
devices and secure one 
of the most irresistible 
puzzle books of the season. 
Hiro Kamigaki and 
IC4DESIGN’s intricate, 
spellbinding labyrinths are 
investigated by Pierre 
the Maze Detective 
(Laurence King, $19.95). 

Helpful instructions, an inviting cast of characters, 
and an intriguing narrative wri� en by Chihiro 
Maruyama and translated by Emma Sakamiya 
complement the fi � een detailed, full-page spreads. At 
the conclusion of this challenging book, an epilogue and 
an answer key provide additional satisfaction to young 
detectives and their adult sidekicks. Ages 8-11. Mary Alice 
Garber
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Using orange and green 
computer- and hand-drawn 
images on rich, gorgeous 
paper, Joohee Yoon 
brings back one of James 
Thurber’s thought-
provoking stories in a fi ne 

example of beautiful book-making. The Tiger Who 
Would Be King (Enchanted Lion, $18.95) learns his 
lesson the hard way in the fable fi rst published in The 
New Yorker in 1956. Droll responses from the tiger’s wife 
o� er hints of Thurber’s trademark humor, but this book 
is a serious tale for older readers. Yoon’s bold, vibrant, 
and lavish depictions of the forest’s confl icts, including 
an expansive foldout panorama to depict the story’s 
climax, are both powerful and unforge� able. Ages 8-12. 
Kerri Poore

Musician Robbie 
Robertson heard the story 
of Hiawatha and the 
Peacemaker (Abrams, 
$19.95)—the origin story of the 
uniting of the fi ve nations of 
the Iroquois—as a youngster 
in Ontario. Of Mohawk and 
Cayuga heritage himself, he retells the story with 
verve and drama: A� er surviving a devastating ba� le, 
Hiawatha, a Mohawk, is visited by the mysterious 
spiritual leader known as the Peacemaker, who appears 
rowing a white stone canoe. Together, they embark 
on an odyssey to the warring and distrustful tribes—
Cayuga, Seneca, Oneida, and Onondaga—to bring a new 
message. David Shannon’s full-page oil paintings 
alternate perspectives and dynamic close-ups to take us 
into the action. Included is a bonus CD with Robertson’s 
song based on the story. Ages 10-12. András Goldinger

There’s a sleeping-sickness from 
across the mountain range that’s 
slowly infecting the kingdom. 
Rumors of witches, spells, 
and a sleeping princess in a 
thorn-covered castle abound. 
The young, raven-haired 
queen decides to take action, 
and with the help of three 
dwarves, goes in search of 

the mysterious source of the troubles. Author Neil 
Gaiman cleverly rings the changes on two classic 
fairy tales—with a powerful heroine and a shocking 
ending—in The Sleeper and the Spindle 
(HarperCollins, $19.99). Chris Riddell’s fine-lined, 
cross-hatched illustrations bring even more personality 
to the characters. From its vellum-covered jacket to 
the touches of gold in the drawings, this is a beautiful 
book, and a splendid new classic tale. Ages 12-15. András 
Goldinger

All aboard the 30th 
anniversary edition of 
The Polar Express 
(Houghton Mi»  in 
Harcourt, $19.99). Chris 
Van Allsburg’s timeless 
story of a magical train 

ride to the North Pole is now accompanied by a golden 
holiday ornament, an audio reading by Liam Neeson, 
and a new author’s note. Just like the small sleigh-bell 
Santa presents to the boy at the story’s end, this is a book 
that still rings true for all those who fi nd joy in the spirit 
of Christmas. Ages 6-9. Amy Sands

Before an American boy named 
Timmy ever fell into a well, a 
certain famous collie was u� erly 
faithful to Joe Carraclough, a 
schoolboy in the English town 
of Greenall Bridge. Rediscover 
their story of loyalty, devotion, 
and adventure in the 75th 
anniversary edition of Eric 
Knight’s classic Lassie 
Come-Home (Henry Holt, $19.99 HB/$9.99 PB), 
complete with original illustrations by Marguerite 
Kirmse and a new introduction by Ann M. Martin. 
Ages 9-12. Amy Sands 

Lloyd Alexander fi rst 
introduced Taran, the heroic 
assistant pig keeper, and his 
quest to destroy The Black 
Cauldron (Henry Holt, 
$25.99 HB/$9.99 PB) 50 years 
ago. This beautiful reissue also 
provides an additional short 
story, pronunciation guide 
(for those of us who always 
wondered), and two short 
introduction le� ers. Ages 
9-12. Meghan Drummond

Step into Lyra Belaqua’s 
Oxford in this gorgeously 
compiled anniversary 
edition of The Golden 
Compass (Knopf, $25.99). 
Phillip Pullman’s 
shockingly original and 
gripping adventure story has 
become a modern classic that 
fully deserves its beautiful 
new packaging. Ages 12-15. 
Courtney Burtraw
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Winner of the 2010 
Astrid Lindgren 
Memorial Award, 
Ki� y Crowther 
addresses the 
perennial issue of 
fear of the dark in a 
sensitive and playful 
early reader. When 
the sun sets over 
the pond beside the 
frogs’ house, Jeremy’s 
nightly worries begin. 
Scritch Scratch 
Scraww Plop! 

(Enchanted Lion, $16.95): are these just the sounds of 
the night that keep li� le Jeremy from falling asleep? 
Expressive line drawings capture every emotion and 
anxious moment of Jeremy’s and his parents’ pursuit of 
worry-free sleep. Emerging readers and their younger 
siblings will delight in a surprise turn of events and 
happy resolution. Ages 4-8. Mary Alice Garber

Come and hang out with the 
Bradford Street Buddies for a 
Backyard Camp-Out 
(Houghton Mi»  in Harcourt, 
$3.99) and a Block Party 
Surprise (Houghton 
Mi»  in Harcourt, $3.99)! 
Author Jerdine Nolen 
and illustrator Michelle 
Henninger have 
teamed up to give 
readers a glimpse 
into the lives of four 
neighborhood friends, 
twins Jada and Jamal and 
their friends Carlita and 
Josh. Both books are full 
of excitement and fun, 
featuring appealing stories 
and lively and colorful 
illustrations. Whether it’s 
anticipating the upcoming 
block party or fi nding and se� ing up an old tent, new 
readers will enjoy sharing these pals’ adventures. Ages 
5-8. Kerri Poore 

Return to Deckawoo Drive 
for Kate DiCamillo’s 
latest installment in her 
companion series to the 
famous Mercy Watson 
tales. Fearless, famous, 
and fortifi ed, animal 
control o±  cer Francine 
Poulet Meets the 
Ghost Raccoon (Candlewick, $12.99) and almost runs 
afoul in this hilarious new chapter book with whimsical 
illustrations by Chris Van Dusen. Join Francine, 
new friend Frank, the very persistent Mrs. Bissinger, and 
a far-from-ordinary raccoon in this laugh-out-loud tale 
of courage and friendship. You will not be disappointed.  
Ages 6-8. Kerri Poore

When an independent cat boasts 
that he likes living alone, his 
animal friends are skeptical—and 
they’re right to be. The cat’s tune 
changes when he meets a li� le 
girl who has just moved into the 
neighborhood. She shares her tuna 
mac and cheese. She gives him 
backrubs and boxes to play in. She 
even gives him olives. Eventually, 
the cat realizes that his human 
is desperately sad because she 
doesn’t have any human friends. He wants to help her, 
but the animal control o±  cer is on patrol. Will he risk his 
freedom for her sake? Yasmine Surovec lovingly 
authors and illustrates My Pet Human (Roaring 
Brook, $12.99), a clever portrayal of what just might be 
ra� ling through the minds of our companion animals. 
Ages 6-10. Heather Wilson

Thanks to the New York 
Review Children’s Collection, 
which re-publishes out-of-print 
books for today’s children, 
The Li� le Witch (New 
York Review of Books, $15.95) 
has returned. Originally 
published in Germany in 
1957, Otfried Preussler’s 
delightfully old-fashioned 
tale tells of a young witch 
“who was only a hundred 

and twenty-seven years old” and breaks the rules to 
a� end Walpurgis Night, even though she is o±  cially too 
young to do so. Caught and punished, the li� le witch 
must spend an entire year proving herself worthy of 
witchhood. But does she succeed? Read the story, enjoy 
the charming pen-and-ink illustrations, and fi nd out for 
yourself. Ages 7-10. Kerri Poore
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EARLY CHAPTER BOOKS
Winner of the 2010 
Astrid Lindgren 
Memorial Award, 
Ki� y Crowther 
addresses the 

Thanks to the New York 
Review Children’s Collection, 
which re-publishes out-of-print 
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 “A kindred spirit,” says Vole, “is someone who 
understands the deepest dream of your heart.” Join 
Peter as he struggles with the loss of a friend; Cricket as 
he learns to catch like the great ballplayer Yogi Berra; 
Vole as he summons the courage to sail the river as 
his grandfather did years before; and Firefl y as she 
a� empts to fulfi ll her dream of fl ying to the moon. 
These four unlikely friends are each striking out on their 
own, yet also provide strength and encouragement for 
one another. Author Alison McGhee’s Firefl y 
Hollow (Atheneum, $16.99) takes us on a journey 
that is sometimes sad, but ultimately upli� ing and 
empowering. Christopher Denise’s illustrations 
provide a dreamlike setting for this enchanting story of 
friendship and independence. Ages 8-11. Donna Wells

Rory Rooney’s favorite 
book is Don’t Be Scared, 
Be Prepared, and he has 
trained himself to be ready 
for any emergency. He even 
knows what to do when 
Tommy-Lee Kominsky, aka 
Grim Kominsky, throws 
him out of the back of 
the school bus, which is 
a daily occurrence. When 
Rory and Tommy end 
up turning green and are 
stuck in an experimental hospital ward, however, true 
heroism is needed. The Astounding Broccoli 
Boy (Walden Pond, $16.99) tells what happens when 
Rory starts living the life for which he has prepared. 
From Frank Co� rell Boyce, the award-winning 
author of Millions and Cosmic, comes this charming 
and hilarious tale. It might not be easy being green, but 
Rory embodies the edict from the fi rst chapter’s title:  “A 
superhero can be locked up, but his spirit can never be 
imprisoned!” Ages 8-12. Heather Wilson

Jacques Papier is the 
devoted twin brother 
of Fleur. They share 
everything: bunk 
beds, baths, banana 
splits, and once, even 
a piece of chewing 
gum. Jacques feels 
as though everyone 
but Fleur and his 
parents hate him. 
Actually, people don’t 
even acknowledge 
him: they act like 
he’s invisible. Then, 

to his horror, Jacques discovers that he is really Fleur’s 
imaginary friend. So begins his memoir, Confessions 
of an Imaginary Friend (Dial, $16.99), as told 
to author Michelle Cuevas. When Fleur tells 
her parents that Jacques himself has an imaginary 
friend, they decide that perhaps Fleur has “too much 
imagination.” Forced to stay in the waiting room while 
Fleur and her parents visit a psychiatrist, Jacques meets 
a whole host of imaginary friends who invite him to 
join their support group, Imaginaries Anonymous, as he 
undergoes an existential crisis and works to become real. 
Ages 9-12. Heidi Powell

Amidst the woods of 
Heath Cli� , PA, puddles of 
Fuzzy Mud (Delacorte, 
$16.99)—a life-threatening 
mutant byproduct of 
Biolene, an energy 
alternative to gasoline—
are multiplying. When 
fi � h-grader Tamaya 
Dhilwaddi hurls the mud 
at a school bully, she sets 
o�  a rapid-fi re series 
of events that extend 
beyond the bounds of 
Heath Cli�  to include the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the U.S. Congress. Told through 
fast-paced narrative and testimony from secret Senate 
hearings, Louis Sachar’s scientifi c thriller poses 
provocative questions and features a cast of characters 
who grow in empathy and experience. The tale weaves 
dark speculation with hope, and will intrigue thoughtful 
readers and action enthusiasts alike. Ages 9-12. Amy 
Dickinson

ELEMENTARY FICTION 
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Author of the popular 
Dragonbreath series, Ursula 
Vernon romps into the world of 
witchcra�  and magic spells in her 
latest work. Castle Hangnail 
(Dial, $16.99) is doomed if the 
Board of Magic decommissions 
it. The minions of the castle have 
long searched for a master to 

oversee dark and evil duties. When twelve-year-old 
Molly arrives, dressed in black and wearing very serious 
boots, the residents of the castle are simultaneously 
doubtful and hopeful that she is the wicked witch 
they need. Filled with humor, a brave protagonist, an 
unusual cast of endearing characters, and enchanting 
illustrations, this is a most magical treasure. Ages 9-12. 
Mary Alice Garber

When Archer B. Helmsley’s 
grandparents disappear on an 
iceberg, his overprotective mother, 
fearing Archer has the Helmsley 
tendency to explore, confi nes 
him to the house where his only 
companions are the stu� ed 
creatures displayed on all four 
fl oors. Wouldn’t you be in The 
Doldrums (Greenwillow, 
$17.99) too? Temporary relief arrives in the form of his 
grandparents’ scarlet trunks, which mysteriously appear 
on his doorstep and contain binoculars, a bundle of old 
journals, and a tape recording. But things really start 
looking up when Archer makes friends with Oliver Glub, 
the unadventurous boy next door, and Adelaide Belmont, 
the new girl from Paris with a wooden leg. Nicholas 
Gannon’s original story with full-color illustrations 
has the look and feel of a classic children’s book. Ages 
9-12. Heidi Powell

Jimmy McClean does not fi t 
in at school. His classmates 
tease him for being a blue-eyed 
Lakota with light hair and a 
“white name.” Even being able 
to speak Lakota makes him a 
target for teasing. However, 
relief comes in the form of his 
Grandpa Nyles High Eagle, 

who takes him on a road trip. Along the way, Grandpa 
Nyles tells Jimmy the history of the great warrior Crazy 
Horse. Jimmy relates to Crazy Horse’s experiences while 
learning about his family’s past. Joseph Marshall 
III weaves a tale of one boy’s struggles with the 
extraordinary history of an important fi gure in our 
nation’s past. Coupled with powerful artwork by Jim 
Yellowhawk, In The Footsteps of Crazy 
Horse (Amulet, $16.95) is a compelling story for young 
people of all backgrounds. Ages 9-12. Kasie Gri�  � s

Calpurnia, or Callie 
Vee, does not have 
an easy time of it at 
home in Fentress, 
Texas. It’s 1900, but the 
new century has not 
changed her parents’ 
traditional concept of 
a girl’s proper place 
in society. Thank 
goodness Granddaddy 
admires her 
intelligence and treats 

her as a favorite, teaching her all about the natural world. 
When she isn’t exploring The Curious World of 
Calpurnia Tate (Henry Holt, $16.99), Callie is trying 
to prevent her younger brother Travis from a� empting 
to domesticate a series of animals that simply won’t 
be tamed. Then a devastating hurricane in Galveston 
precipitates the arrival of cousin Aggie and veterinarian 
Dr. Pritzker in Fentress, and Callie faces a host of new 
challenges and opportunities. Fans of Jacqueline 
Kelly’s Newbery Honor-winning The Evolution of 
Calpurnia Tate will rejoice at the return of this sassy, 
smart heroine in a sequel that can stand alone in terms 
of plot and merits. Ages 9-12. Janet Minichiello

Someone is watching 
from the edge of the 
woods as a new family 
from Connecticut 
moves into a rundown 
farmhouse in Woodville, 
West Virginia. Seventh-
grader Daniel and his 
li� le sister, Erica, have 
a sense of foreboding 
when they see it, but 
their parents remain 
oblivious. Since their 
father lost his job, 
their lives have turned 
upside down, prompting the adults to start afresh. Li� le 
does anyone realize that the secrets of Woodville will 
threaten Erica and change all of their lives. Daniel’s 
narration is interspersed with another perspective: that 
of old Auntie, a “conjure woman” accompanied by an 
enormous hog known as Bloody Bones. Daniel’s disbelief 
in the tales about old Auntie is gradually reversed as he 
works to save his kidnapped sister and forever bury the 
evil that Took (Clarion, $16.99) her. Mary Downing 
Hahn’s atmospheric novel evokes the spirit of 
traditional Appalachian folktales and is sure to satisfy 
anyone looking for a scare. Ages 10-12. Maria Salvadore
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Feodora lives in the 
wilderness of the Russian 
forest during the time of 
the last Tsar. She and her 
mother, Marina, teach 
wolves to reclaim their 
wild heritage a� er rich 
aristocrats inevitably 
fail at domesticating the 
animals they buy to be 
docile status symbols. 
Feo revels in this life 

and in the company of her own wolf pack—until the 
day General Rakov, a commander of the Tsar’s Imperial 
Army, appears at their door. When he imprisons 
Marina in St. Petersburg, Feo is The Wolf Wilder 
(Simon & Schuster, $16.99) who must lead her pack on 
a rescue mission that will take her beyond the confi nes 
of the forest she calls home. Katherine Rundell 
has created a protagonist that will live on in readers’ 
memories, a girl as fierce and appealing as the wolves 
she loves. Ages 10-12. Janet Minichiello

Jacinta Juarez is 
looking for an escape. 
The daughter of 
undocumented 
parents from Mexico, 
with her mother 
out of town and 
her father working 
multiple jobs, she 
looks for a way out 
of her di±  cult home 
life. An opportune 
moment arrives 
when Jacinta is 
o� ered the chance 
to have a local 
news anchor, “Miss” Kate, become her mentor. Jacinta 
learns, however, that there truly is no way to avoid 
one’s problems. Look Both Ways in the Barrio 
Blanco (Candlewick, $16.99) is a story with complex 
characters and complicated real-life issues. Judith 
Robbins Rose’s fi rst novel will give readers an 
important glimpse into the legal and social struggles of 
today’s undocumented immigrants and their U.S. citizen 
children. Ages 10-13. Kasie Gri�  � s   

Caldeco�  winner Brian 
Selznick’s latest 
innovative, illustrated 
novel is a tribute to the 
power and wonder of 
story. The fi rst of two 
distinct narratives is 
told entirely through 
pictures, drawn with 
Selznick’s trademark 
pencil crosshatching, 
and begins in the 
18th century. The 

Marvels (Scholastic, $32.99) are a generation of actors 
who command a presence on the London stage. In the 
second story, told in prose and set in 1990, a teenager 
runs away from his boarding school to his uncle’s home 
in Spitalfi elds, London. While the two stories are largely 
separate, connections abound with themes of loss, 
family, creativity, and hope. This is storytelling and 
book-making at its fi nest. Ages 11-14. Mary Alice Garber

Time and again, 
Margarita Engle 
has captivated readers 
with her hauntingly 
beautiful novels in 
verse, and her newest, 
Enchanted Air 
(Atheneum, $17.99), 
might be her best yet. 
Certainly her most 
personal work, it is 
the memoir of Engle’s 
young life. Growing 
up, Margarita feels 
split between the two 
worlds of Cuba and Los Angeles in the hostile political 
environment leading up to the Bay of Pigs invasion. 
As she a� empts to reconcile the di� erences between 
her homes and fi nd a place for herself between these 
two worlds, readers are swept up in her experience of 
the time, at once uniquely personal and yet ultimately 
relatable. Ages 11-14. Courtney Burtraw
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Join our Book-a-Month Club and booksellers will 
select one book every month based on the preferences 

of the child or teen in your life.
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The worlds and destinies of two 
boys—Yoshi, a lowly servant to a 
samurai, and Jack, a cabin boy on 
one of Commodore Ma� hew Perry’s 
warships—become intertwined 
when Perry’s fl eet arrives in 
Japan in 1853 to request that the 
isolationist country open its ports. 
A companion to her 2011 Newbery 
Honor winner Heart of a Samurai, 
Margi Preus’s The Bamboo 

Sword (Harry Abrams, $16.95) is an engaging historical 
novel of action and intrigue, replete with samurai, spies, 
and assassins. Preus vividly describes the drama and 
tension of the period and successfully balances elements 
of politics and diplomacy with the stories of Yoshi 
and Jack as they work together to survive a period of 
unprecedented change and upheaval. Ages 11-14. Marc 
Villa

Sierra Santiago has no way of 
anticipating what is to come for 
her or for her changing Brooklyn 
community. Something is 
happening to the Shadowshapers, 
but Sierra is only now learning 
about these mystical individuals 
and their critical role in the 
balance of life, as well as the 
fact that they exist within her own family. In 
Shadowshaper (Arthur A. Levine, $17.99), Daniel 
José Older has created a spiritual world full of 
supernatural elements, raw artistic talent, and tales with 
ancestral roots. He de� ly includes commentary on many 
of contemporary society’s ills while entrancing readers 
with ethereal ba� les between good and evil; old and new; 
and age and youth. Ages 13 and up. Kerri Poore

Rashad and Quinn are high school 
classmates and All American 
Boys (Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy, 
$17.99) whose lives are changed 
when Quinn’s white police-o±  cer 
mentor suspects Rashad, who 
is black, of shopli� ing from the 
neighborhood bodega and beats him 
to a pulp. Quinn cannot reconcile 

the man he knows with the violence he witnesses 
fi rsthand—but when Rashad misses days of school due 
to his injuries, both teens are forced to confront realities 
they never wanted to face. Jason Reynolds and 
Brendan Kiely respectively authored Rashad’s and 
Quinn’s voices and together have created a book that will 
spark discussion and inspire action for a long time to 
come.  Ages 13 and up. Janet Minichiello

Forced to leave the only life she’s known when her father 
commits suicide by se� ing fi re to their family commune, 
seventeen-year-old Ror moves with her mother and 
sister to an SRO apartment in New York City. Feeling 
at times both fearless and fearful, Ror plunges into the 
underground world of gra±  ti artists as she struggles to 
understand herself, develop her art, and be accepted as a 
member of the Noise Ink crew and as a legitimate fi gure 
in the gallery world. Author Julie Chibbaro’s text 
and Jim Superville Sovak’s illustrations skillfully 
draw the reader into the passionate and o� en confl icted 
mind of the artist. This emotional and insightful 
story will make readers want to follow Ror Into the 
Dangerous World (Viking, $17.99). Ages 14-17. 
Donna Wells

Every October, tragedy 
strikes in Cara’s family. They 
have su� ered numerous 
injuries as well as deaths—
all during The Accident 
Season (Kathy Dawson, 
$17.99). Now that the 
tenth month of this year 
has arrived, Cara and her 
sister, ex-stepbrother, and 
best friend are once again 
in danger. Precautions 
must be taken: Mom has 
them wear an extra layer of gloves, and she bubble-
wraps all the hard edges in the house. The knives are 
locked away and the gas is turned o� . Meanwhile, the 
teens ask themselves about their friend Elsie, why she 
has disappeared from school, and what she has to do 
with this accident season.  Moïra Fowley-Doyle 
combines the mystical with the paranormal to thrilling 
e� ect in her young adult debut. Ages 14-17. Heather 
Wilson
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Mikey and his friends are trying 
to survive the stress of senior 
year, graduate, and get out 
of town before their parents 
crush their happiness. Being 
a teenager is hard. It’s even 
harder when the special “indie 
kids” at school are fi ghting an 
immortal power hell-bent on 
destroying the world while 

The Rest of Us Just Live Here (Harper Teen, 
$17.99). “Not everyone has to be the Chosen One,” and no 
one is more aware of that than Mikey, who is desperately 
trying to hold onto his friends and survive day-to-day 
struggles. Patrick Ness captures the di±  culties of 
being a teenager while reminding readers that you don’t 
always have to save the world to be signifi cant. Ages 
14-18. Kasie Gri�  � s

The night before they leave 
for colleges on opposite 
coasts, Clare and Aidan 
set out on a twelve-hour 
“chronological scavenger 
hunt” of memories to 
determine whether or not 
to stay together. Clare 
hopes that visiting people 
and places signifi cant 
to their two-year 
relationship will help 
with this di±  cult decision. As the night progresses, 
readers will become as invested in the relationship 
and as uncertain about its future as Clare and Aidan 
themselves. Hello, Goodbye, and Everything 
in Between (Poppy, $18) is Jennifer E. Smith’s 
heartfelt paean to the joys, pains, and discoveries of fi rst 
love. Ages 14-18. Heidi Powell

Aidan Lockwood lives his 
days like a sleepwalker, 
just going through the 
motions, until his childhood 
best friend, Jarrod, moves 
back to town. Suddenly 
Aidan is beset by visions 
and memories, some of 
which are clearly not his 
own, and it is increasingly 
obvious that the truth of 
his family legacy has been 

carefully hidden from him. Aidan a� empts to unravel 
the Wonders of the Invisible World (Knopf, 
$17.99) even as he is forced to question the motivations 
of the people he trusts and his perceptions of the people 
around him. This enchanting and emotionally wrought 
coming-of-age story by Christopher Barzak is 
magically unforgettable. Ages 15-18. Courtney Burtraw

Roza’s beauty has brought 
her nothing but unwanted 
male a� ention and trouble. 
She fi nally believes she has 
found peace with Finn and his 
brother, Sean, but the strange 
man who’s been haunting her 
eventually fi nds her once again. 
Finn witnesses this mysterious 
stranger whisking Roza into 

an SUV in the middle of a cornfi eld. He tells Sean what 
happened, he tells the sheri� —in fact, he tells everyone 
in town—but no one believes him, because Bone 
Gap (Balzer & Bray, $17.99) is a place where people 
“slip through, or slip away” of their own accord. Author 
Laura Ruby alternates points of view between the 
intertwined residents of Bone Gap to tell an atmospheric 
tale that defi es defi nition. Ages 15-18. Kasie Gri�  � s 

Simon is having a bad day. A� er 
leaving his e-mail up on a school 
computer, he fi nds himself 
blackmailed by a classmate who 
discovered his messages to Blue, 
an anonymous boy at school 
who just might be Simon’s fi rst 
real romantic relationship—if 
only life, not to mention 
extortion, doesn’t get in the 
way. So begins Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens 
Agenda (Balzer & Bray, $17.99), a brilliant debut 
from Becky Albertalli. Ranging from wildly funny 
to deeply poignant and back again within sentences, 
Simon’s story grabs hold with its marvelous opening line 
and doesn’t let go even a� er the fi nal page. Ages 15-18. 
Lee Huddleston

The siege of Leningrad was 
a devastating two and a 
half years of starvation and 
despair as the city remained 
caught between the threat of 
Hitler’s army and the Soviet 
government. The death 
toll was astonishing, the 
survivors’ stories appalling. 
Yet, somehow, in the midst 
of this su� ering, Dmitri 
Shostakovich managed 

to compose the Leningrad Symphony. This piece of 
music would both celebrate and eulogize the city and, 
when smuggled out of the country, help to galvanize 
and motivate the allied forces. M.T. Anderson’s 
meticulously researched account of Shostakovich’s life 
and the siege itself, Symphony for the City of 
the Dead (Candlewick, $25.99) is a testament to the 
enduring power of music in the face of human tragedy. 
Ages 15 and up. Courtney Burtraw.
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What’s a girl to do when her 
family loves snakes not wisely, 
but too well? This young lady 
simply cannot understand 
her relatives’ penchant for 
the slithery, spooky creatures 
and tells them repeatedly: I 
(Don’t) Like Snakes (Candlewick, $15.99). When 
they begin to explain to her why snakes do what they do, 
however, a revolution may be in the o±  ng. Illustrator 
Luciano Lozano’s snakes range from lovably goofy 
to beautifully regal, thus satisfying the fearful and the 
fawning; Nicola Davies’s mixture of scientifi c fact—
did you know that snakes smell with their tongues?—
with the story of one girl’s change of heart will delight 
snake-lovers and snake-doubters alike. Ages 5-7. Janet 
Minichiello 

Many picture books are for 
older kids—and The Blue 
Whale (Enchanted Lion, $17.95) 
exemplifi es this statement. 
Author and illustrator Jenni 
Desmond has created a book 
that brings information about 
the world’s largest animal into 
perspective for young minds. 
Instead of just telling us the 

size of the blue whale’s mouth, she paints the creature’s 
mouth with the 50 people who can stand inside it. Rather 
than simply state that baby blue whales drink 50 gallons 
of their mother’s milk per day, she paints in 50 gallon 
milk bo� les to demonstrate the fact. Her illustrations 
are warm and inviting to kids of all ages, from li� le ones 
being read to by an adult to older children reading on 
their own. Ages 5-8. Kerri Poore

Just how many lives can 
one Tree of Wonder 
(Chronicle, $16.99) shelter? 
Kate Messner 
highlights the amazing 
capacities of the almendro 
tree, found in Latin 
American rainforests. 
From a single tree, watch as the number of animals it 
supports doubles each time you turn the page: from two 
macaws to four toucans to eight howler monkeys and 
on to 1,024 leafcu� er ants, the abundance of species 
who all call this tree home will amaze you. Simona 
Mulazzani’s incredibly vibrant acrylic and pencil 
illustrations underscore why the almendro is known as 
the “tree of life.” As Messner notes in the fi nal pages of 
the book, this is why saving each tree in the rainforest 
truly ma� ers.  Ages 5-8. Janet Minichiello

The world is populated with all kinds 
of bizarre and unusual creatures, 
some be� er known than others. In 
Creaturepedia (Wide Eyed, 
$22.99), Adrienne Barman 
compiles more than 600 of the most fascinating of 
these diverse beings. Grouped together by appearance, 
color, and type, from the long-tongued to the emerald 
greens, the unusual organization makes browsing these 
pages a constant surprise. This celebration of some of the 
unique denizens of this planet is also a reminder of the 
importance of protecting the environment that allows 
them to thrive. An extensive index makes it possible 
to browse more specifi cally, and colorful illustrations 
invite the reader to spend endless time with these multi-
talented creatures. Ages 7-10. Courtney Burtraw

Step into The Wonder 
Garden (Wide Eyed, $30) to 
explore fi ve di� erent habitats 
and the animals that populate 
them. Jenny Broom’s text 
includes fascinating facts about 
the Chihuahuan Desert, the 

Amazon Rainforest, the Black Forest, the Himalayan 
Mountains, and the Great Barrier Reef. Lushly illustrated 
by Kristjana S. Williams, this book is exploding 
with color and life. Emphasizing the diversity of life and 
environments on Earth, it examines animals ranging 
from the everyday to the rare and wonderful. This is a 
magical way to learn about creatures and places all over 
the world. Ages 7-11. Courtney Burtraw

An outbreak of typhoid was a constant 
threat in the early 1900s, especially 
within the teeming population of 
New York City. Two new books 
address this dreaded menace: 
Terrible Typhoid Mary 
(Houghton Mi»  in Harcourt, $17.99) 
by Susan Campbell Bartole� i 
and Fatal Fever: Tracking 
Down Typhoid Mary (Calkins 
Creek, $16.95) by Gail Jarrow. The 
former book focuses on the search and 
subsequent questionable treatment of 
the source of the 1906 outbreak, a cook 
who was an asymptomatic carrier of the 
dangerous disease. The la� er volume is a comprehensive 
narrative of the American experience of the epidemic, 
and includes intriguing insets and photographs that 
expand upon the stark reality of the “fatal fever.” With 
di� ering ap proaches, both books tell the fascinating true 
story of this health threat and its initial manifestation in 
a single individual. Ages 11-14. Renee Bosco
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Goodnight Songs: A Celebration of the 
Seasons (Sterling, $17.95) is a collection of twelve 
newly unearthed songs and poems written by legendary 
children’s author Margaret Wise Brown, whose 
distinctive combination of language, lyricism, and 
cadence infuses each piece. Renowned artists including 
Peter Brown, Floyd Cooper, Molly Idle, and 
Bob Staake provide breathtaking illustrations for 
these beautiful verses. An accompanying CD includes 
songs composed and performed by Tom Prou�  and 
Emily Gary. This lovingly cra� ed combination of art, 
verse, and music is a delightful treat for children and 
adults all year round. Ages 3-6. Marc Villa

If you have ever 
yearned to celebrate 
a sunrise, praise a 
prairie, or marvel at 
a mountaintop by 
reciting the perfect 
line of poetry, 
the National 
Geographic 
Book of Nature 
Poetry (National 
Geographic, $24.99) 
is for you. Selected by former U.S. Poet Laureate J. 
Patrick Lewis, these 200-plus pieces o� er a range 
of tone, form, and origin as varied as the environments 
and creatures they exalt. From reverential odes to 
snappy couplets and haikus, this collection shows the 
many ways in which poets throughout the ages, from 
Langston Hughes to Joyce Sidman, have been awed and 
amused by the natural world. Every poem is set beside 
full-color photographs designed to captivate and inspire 
young listeners, bards, and botanists alike. Ages 4 and 
up. Amy Sands

Artist Jacob Lawrence was only 
thirteen when he moved from 
Philadelphia to Harlem during its 
celebrated renaissance. Sharifa 
Rhodes-Pi� s imagines 
what a day in his life might have 
been like at this time, following 
young Jake from the hour he 
wakes up at dawn and notices 

color returning to the world. As Jake walks to Utopia 
Children’s House, he notices the sights, sounds, and 
smells that comprise 1930s Harlem. Upon his arrival, he 
takes this multisensory barrage and Jake Makes a 
World (MoMA, $18.95) of his own, a miniature Harlem 
in a shoebox that uses color to capture the essence of his 
environment. Rhodes-Pi� s’s lyrical prose captures the 
magic of art-making, while Christopher Myers’s 
joyful illustrations burst with individuality and charm. 
Ages 5-8. Janet Minichiello

Rarely does any biography 
capture a subject’s life so 
e� ectively with so few words. 
In Swan: The Life 
and Dance of Anna 
Pavlova (Chronicle, $17.99), 
Laurel Snyder’s spare 
but fl owing prose dances 
across each page, entrancing 
audiences as completely 
as Pavlova herself once did. Julie Morstad’s 
illustrations exquisitely portray Anna’s delicate and 
graceful physique as well as her strength of character 
as she brings her gi�  to all people, particularly in her 
signature title role in The Dying Swan. As it was said of 
this generous, talented woman, both during her life and 
at her untimely death, “Anna was born for this. Anna IS 
the swan.” Ages 6-9.  Renee Bosco

At her grandmother’s house, 
a girl fi nds a box of Poems 
in the A� ic (Lee & Low, 
$19.95) that were wri� en by 
her mother. As she reads the 
short verses, the girl explores 
her family’s history and her 
mother’s world travels as 

the child of an Air Force captain. Textured and warmly 
colored collage and paint illustrations by Elizabeth 
Zunon juxtapose Nikki Grimes’s poems, wri� en 
in the voices of both mother and daughter. With a gi�  for 
her mother created from poems old and new, the girl has 
done what her mother did long ago: “…My mama glued 
her memories with words/so they would last forever.” 
Ages 6-10. Maria Salvadore

POETRY, MUSIC, AND VISUAL ART
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Julie Morstad
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Robert Ba� le wore 
leg braces until he 
was six and didn’t 
take up ballet until 
he was thirteen. 
Yet a performance 
of Alvin Ailey’s 
Revelations inspired 
him to moonwalk 
in Miami, study 
modern dance at 

Juilliard, and eventually direct the famed Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater. In My Story, My Dance 
(Paula Wiseman, $17.99), Lesa Cline-Ransome 
chronicles Ba� le’s struggles and successes in a detailed 
and personal narrative that will embolden young readers 
to dream. James E. Ransome’s illustrations are as 
thrilling and inspiring as the story, with warm depictions 
of the family and teachers who supported Ba� le, and 
exhilarating spreads of Ba� le’s triumphs on the stage. 
With a foreword from the dancer himself, this exultant 
work’s drama and emotion will surely inspire a new 
generation of dancers. Ages 6-10. Amy Dickinson

Want to travel from 
Niagara Falls to San 
Francisco’s Chinatown 
in a single a� ernoon? 
Amazing Places 
(Lee & Low, $18.95), 
a collection of 
fourteen original 
poems anthologized by Lee Benne�  Hopkins, 
allows the restless reader to do just that. This lyrical 
travelogue leads its audience through the geography, 
culture, and history of the United States with poems 
as strikingly diverse as their subjects. Together 
with Chris Soentpiet and Christy Hale’s 
accompanying illustrations, the verses infuse se� ings 
from Fenway Park to the Oneida Nation Museum with 
distinctive personalities. A cross-country companion, an 
introduction to history and geography, and a celebration 
of verse, this collection is as multi-faceted as the places it 
celebrates. Ages 7-11. Amy Dickinson

Poetry is meant to be 
heard; this is especially 
true of the writings of 
African-American poet 
Paul Laurence Dunbar, 
born in Dayton, Ohio 
in 1872. In Jump 
Back, Paul: The 
Life and Poems 
of Paul Laurence 
Dunbar (Candlewick, 

$16.99), a “grandmotherly” narrative voice weaves with 
Dunbar’s poems to present a compelling portrait of the 
man and the times in which he lived. Illustrations by 
Sean Qualls provide a visual interpretation of the 
emotion suggested in Sally Derby’s text and Dunbar’s 
poetry. This slim volume is the perfect introduction to 
Dunbar’s life and work for young poets. Ages 9-12. Maria 
Salvadore

Get with the Groove 
and it will take you on 
Rhythm Ride: A 
Road Trip Through 
the Motown Sound 
(Roaring Brook, $22.99). 
Start in 1920s-30s 
Detroit, known as 
“The Motor City” and 
a boomtown for African Americans, where 
you’ll meet Berry Gordy. The next-to-youngest of eight 
children, he was known as a troublemaker, but he was 
also ambitious and entrepreneurial. In addition to writing 
hit songs himself, Berry had a keen sense of others’ 
talent and was beginning to recognize R&B’s potential 
to reach audiences of all colors. With an $800 loan from 
his family, Berry bought a two-story bungalow in the 
heart of Detroit’s black community; converted it into 
o±  ces, his living space, and a studio; and launched his 
own record company. He called it Motown. The rest is 
history, which Andrea Davis Pinkney explores 
in this fascinating look at the infl uence of young black 
performers from urban Detroit on the American psyche. 
Ages 10-14. Heidi Powell
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Cuando recibe una nueva 
caja de lápices de color 
(“lo más cerca que llegas 
a tener un pedazo de arco 
iris,” según ella), una joven 
empieza a crear un cuento 
Escrito y dibujado 
por Enriqueta 
(Toon, $12.95). Obsérvela 
con asombro mientras 
Enriqueta baja en picada 
hacia el papel, haciendo 

una fábula tan absorbente que ella misma comienza 
a creerla. Mientras trabaja, da a su gato Fellini—y al 
lector también—consejos para crear un cuento increíble. 
Gracias a la genialidad narrativa del historietista 
argentino Liniers, el cuento dentro de un cuento de 
Enriqueta, lleno de monstrous y con una protagonista 
valiente, cautivará sus jóvenes lectores tanto como 
Henrie� a misma. Edades 5-8. Janet Minichiello 

Upon receiving a 
brand-new pack of 
colored pencils (which, 
she notes, is “as close 
as you can get to 
owning a piece of the 
rainbow”), a young 
girl begins to make 
a story Wri� en 
and Drawn by 
Henrie� a (Toon, 
$12.95). Watch 
with wonder as 
Henrie� a swoops 
onto the paper, creating a tale so engrossing she even 
begins to believe it herself. As she works, she gives 
her cat, Fellini—and the reader—tips on how to make 
an amazing story. Thanks to Argentine cartoonist 
Liniers’s own storytelling genius, Henrie� a’s tale-
within-a-tale, replete with monsters and a strangely 
familiar young girl fi lled to the brim with bravery, will 
enchant young audiences as much as Henrie� a herself 
does. Ages 5-8. Janet Minichiello

Wanda knows she’s going to 
be a star someday, so why 
not start acting like one right 
now? Her siblings and her 
dog, Wilbur, languish on the 
sidelines as Wanda demands 
more than her fair share of 
a� ention.  When the tables 
turn and another member of 
the family experiences a taste 
of fame, Wanda must decide 
how to handle being outside 
of the spotlight as she watches someone she’s taken for 
granted Flop to the Top! (Toon, $12.95). Author/
illustrator Eleanor Davis and co-illustrator Drew 
Weing have created a lighthearted romp that will make 
children laugh even as they pause to consider the error 
of Wanda’s ways.  Ages 5-8. Janet Minichiello

One day, a young girl 
exploring the junkyard near 
her trailer happens upon a 
robot as diminutive as she is. 
A� er using her mechanical 
skills to help bring it back 
to life, she sets out to teach 
the Li� le Robot (First 
Second, $16.99) about 

everything in her world, from cats to fl owers. When an 
enormous automaton comes to take her new friend back 
to the factory from whence it came, the girl must save 
it—and herself—from their enemy’s jaws. Ben Hatke’s 
nearly wordless adventure is as charming as it is unique, 
and will be sure to a� ract fans of graphic novels as well 
as newcomers to the format. Ages 6-9. Janet Minichiello

Hopper knows her new school 
is weird from the moment she 
sets eyes on it: the building looks 
like a haunted mansion. Her 
principal is scary, her Mandarin 
teacher seems to hate her, and 
the number nine is painted all 
over the school. When Eni and 
Hopper both notice that pa� erns 
in their school’s weirdness are 
linked to binary languages, they become friends and 
Secret Coders (First Second, $17.99 HB/ $9.99 PB). 
Gene Luen Yang combines fun puzzles with an 
entertaining story about a girl discovering who she is 
and fi nding her place in a new school. Mike Holmes 
uses a simple color pale� e to great e� ect in his 
illustrations for this fi rst installment of a promising new 
series. Ages 8-12. Meghan Drummond

Stay 
in touch 

wherever your 
travels take you.

Follow us on 
Twitter and Tumblr: 

@KidsandProse
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Li� le Nemo fi rst started 
dreaming in 1905. Drawn by 
visionary Winsor McCay, the 
Li� le Nemo in Slumberland 
comic strip inspired hundreds 
of modern-day graphic 
novelists and illustrators. In 
Li� le Nemo’s Big New 
Dreams (Toon, $16.95) 31 of 
these artists come together to 
reimagine this classic character. The introductions by Art 
Spiegelman and Françoise Mouly serve as a reminder 
of the history of graphic novels as well as a tutorial on 
how to best experience the book. Ages 12 and up. Meghan 
Drummond

When Nimona (Harper Teen, 
$17.99 HB/$12.99 PB) offers 
to be a sidekick for the villain 
Ballister Blackheart, he’s less 
than enthused—but that’s 
before she reveals that she’s a 
gi� ed shapeshi� er. Nimona 
also has some creative ideas 
for how to increase the scope 
of Blackheart’s evil doings 
(two words: more fi res), and 

in turn Blackheart proves to be a valuable mentor. 
Noelle Stevenson’s quirky graphics add humor to 
a story that’s full of heart. While some of her tropes will 
be familiar to fantasy fans, Stevenson ultimately creates 
a complex tale in which the lines between good and 
evil aren’t as clear-cut as they fi rst appear. Ages 13-17. 
Meghan Drummond

Fi� een-year-old Maggie 
Thrash is once again 
whiling away her summer at 
Camp Bellfl ower, a bucolic 
Kentucky sleepaway camp 
where “girls can be totally 
innocent and free, maybe 
for the last time.” Her days 
are a routine parade of 
working towards her NRA 
sharpshooting certifi cation, navigating the annual ebbs 
and fl ows of drama and friendships, and participating 
in timeworn camp rituals and routines. Things seem to 
be unfolding the way they do every year until Maggie 
unexpectedly fi nds herself falling in love with Erin, an 
older female counselor. In Honor Girl: A Graphic 
Memoir (Candlewick, $19.99), every watercolor-
penciled panel is saturated with both the humid haze 
of summer and the feelings of heartache and humor 
one juggles on the slow march to maturity and self-
realization. Ages 14-18. Amy Sands

Poses such as the eagle and 
the cobra are familiar to 
many yoga practitioners. 
Author Lorena V. 
Pajalunga makes 
Yoga for Kids (Albert Whitman, $16.99) even more 
of a wild ride by taking young enthusiasts on a healthy 
trip through the zoo, comparing di� erent yoga positions 
to a regal tiger, a fl amboyant fl amingo, and even a 
stoic camel. A boy and his faithful feline companion 
demonstrate the poses for young readers, each vigne� e 
sweetly portrayed by illustrator Anna Forlati. 
Tips for practicing yoga are included at the end of the 
narrative to help ensure a safe and healthy experience 
for all participants, regardless of age or fl exibility. Ages 
3-8. Renee Bosco

One of the latest volumes in 
the World Soccer Legends 
series, Stars of World 
Soccer by Illugi 
Jökulsson (Abbeville, 
$13.95) is a must-read for 
young fans of the sport. 
From celebrity players like 
Zlatan, Messi, and Ronaldo 
to up-and-coming names 
that will be the powerhouses 

of seasons to come, this book provides a who’s-who 
introduction to the most notable names in world soccer 
today. For superfans and casual followers of the sport 
alike, there is much to be gathered from these brief but 
comprehensive introductions, full of fun facts, color 
photos, statistics, and intriguing information. Ages 9-12. 
Courtney Burtraw

Match a group of underdogs 
from humble backgrounds 
against a sinister, well-funded 
foe in a world-class athletic 
event… Sound like a movie 
script? It may be eventually, 
but it is actually a true tale 
almost too implausible to 
comprehend. In this edition 
for young readers, author Daniel James Brown 
tells the remarkable story of The Boys in the Boat 
(Viking, $17.99), a hardscrabble group of rowers from the 
University of Washington crew team with aspirations 
of competing in the 1936 Berlin Olympics. Under the 
stern gaze of Adolf Hitler, these collegians made an 
unimaginable run for the gold that continues to inspire 
oarsmen and armchair athletes in the 21st century. Ages 
10-14. Renee Bosco

SPORTS
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Political revolutionaries change society—and so do 
booksellers. The Book Itch (Carolrhoda, $17.99), 
the latest collaboration between author Vaunda 
Micheaux Nelson and illustrator R. Gregory 
Christie (No Crystal Stair), highlights the power of 
books through the history of the National Memorial 
African Bookstore. Nelson’s great-uncle, Lewis Michaux, 
Sr., opened the shop in 1930s Harlem. Narrated in the 
voice of Lewis Michaux, Jr., the text captures the elder 
Michaux’s charisma, wit, and vehement belief in the 
value and possibility of words. Christie’s complex 
illustrations reveal the emotions of the store’s clientele, 
from everyday bookworms to Malcolm X, and contrast 
the intimate joy of reading with the pain and sorrow 
of Malcom X’s assassination. At once personal and 
historical, this picture book creates a sense of place and 
people that will leave readers with a hunger for more. 
Ages 7-10. Amy Dickinson

Prepare yourself to fi nd 
out more about The 
50 States (Wide 
Eyed, $30) than you 
ever knew before! 
Gabrielle Balkan’s 
more-than-an-atlas 
o� ers maps of each 
state—and Washington, 
D.C.—as well as 
introductions full of 
cultural and historical information about what makes 
each one unique. “Moments to Remember” sections 
detail a variety of important events ranging from hugely 
infl uential to downright quirky (the Moxie Ba� le House 
museum in Maine has a 33-foot tall statue of the state’s 
o±  cial beverage), while children’s book authors and 
illustrators are given special prominence throughout 
the book. Balkan provides oodles of information 
without overwhelming the reader, while Sol Linero’s 
charming illustrations invite a close examination of 
each page. Ages 7-10. Janet Minichiello 

Born sixteen years 
apart, Thomas 
Edison and Henry 
Ford were both 
inventors. Thomas 
designed an electric 
pen, a phonograph 
to play music, and 
an incandescent 
light bulb that 
burned all night. 
Henry dreamed of 
building a motor 
car: not just any 

motor car, but the best motor car, one that families could 
fi t in and that wasn’t too expensive. While Thomas kept 
inventing new things, Henry grew frustrated with his 
failures. What was Thomas’s secret? With beautifully 
detailed drawings by Jennifer Black Reinhardt 
that capture the determination, frustration, jubilation, 
and curiosity of these two friends, Suzanne 
Slade’s book is a delightful romp through the lives 
and inventions of Edison and Ford. But what was The 
Inventor’s Secret (Charlesbridge, $16.95)? You’ll 
have to read the story to fi nd out. Ages 8-11. Donna Wells

It is remarkably easy in this time and place to forget 
the value of words. Doreen Rappaport provides 
a powerful reminder of their cost, and their worth, in 
this new biography of Frederick Douglass. Born a slave, 
Douglass hungered for knowledge so much that he 
would give his meager rations to poor white children 
in exchange for them writing down new words for 
him to learn. Rappaport punctuates her account of 
Frederick’s Journey (Jump at the Sun, $17.99) 
to literacy and, later, to freedom with Douglass’s own 
inspiring words. London Ladd’s rich illustrations 
bring the weight of these priceless words to life. Ages 
8-11. Janet Minichiello

HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, AND GEOGRAPHY
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In the fall of 1778, 
Noah Webster’s 
father handed him 
a crisp eight-dollar 
bill. “I can do no 
more for you,” 
said Pa, according 
to W is for 
Webster (Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 

$17.99), a fascinating picture book wri� en by Tracey 
Fern and skillfully illustrated by Boris Kulikov. Pa 
had sent Noah to school and even university, but Noah 
didn’t seek one of the conventional professions a� orded 
by that path; instead, Noah collected words. Ages 7-10. 
Heather Wilson

In Noah Webster: 
Man of Many 
Words (Clarion, 
$18.99), Catherine 
Reef provides an 
expanded version of 
Webster’s story for 
older elementary- and 
middle-school readers. 
Webster’s devotion 
to creating a true 
anthology of American words, spelling, and etymology 
is beautifully—even achingly and heartbreakingly—told. 
Both volumes provide worthy introductions to the life 
of a man whose legacy is embedded within our very 
language. Ages 10-13. Heather Wilson

In Drawing from 
Memory, legendary 
children’s book author/
illustrator Allen Say’s 
fi rst graphic novel 
memoir, he described his 
apprenticeship to the 
great Japanese cartoonist 
Noro Shinpei. In this 
companion volume, 
Say remembers his 
fi rst years living in the 
United States: a� ending 

a military school from which he was later expelled, living 
in a cheap motel a� er being abandoned by his father, and 
a� ending a public high school while earning scholarships 
for advanced art classes. Throughout the book, Say is 
accompanied by Kyusuke, Shinpei’s famous cartoon 
character whom Say inspired. Kyusuke acts as The 
Inker’s Shadow (Scholastic, $19.99), a mischievous 
alter ego and constant voice in Say’s ear. This gorgeous 
volume evokes nostalgia without a hint of sentimentality, 
establishing itself as a worthy addition to Say’s other 
classic works. Ages 10 and up. Janet Minichiello

Any one of the myriad episodes of Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
life could support an entire book: her childhood as the 
youngest of twenty children born to sharecroppers in 
Jim Crow-era Mississippi; her su� ering at the hands 
of corrupt white plantation bosses; her enduring a 
forced government sterilization; and, of course, her 
heroic involvement in the Civil Rights Movement. 
Hamer famously overcame exploitation, degradation, 
and beatings to become a champion of voting rights, 
education, political representation, and equality. 
To capture such an extraordinary life, Voice of 
Freedom (Candlewick, $17.99) pairs Carole Boston 
Weatherford’s passionate, free-verse poetry with 
Ekua Holmes’s collage illustrations. These versatile 
media o� er glimpses into Hamer’s life that are both 
informative and deeply evocative, sure to inspire readers 
of all ages to learn more about this remarkable woman. 
Ages 11-14. Amy Sands

Was he a hero or a 
traitor? Daniel Ellsberg 
is one of history’s 
prime examples of 
how a whistleblower 
can be seen as both 
the best and worst 
of people. Working 
at the Pentagon, 
Ellsberg was involved 
in the American 
government’s 
a� empt to justify its 
involvement in the 
Vietnam War; seven years later, he leaked documents 
that did the exact opposite and led him to be declared 
the Most Dangerous (Roaring Brook, $19.99) man in 
America. Steve Sheinkin examines what changed 
Ellsberg from an instrument of the government into a 
crusader for the antiwar movement in this scintillating 
chronicle of one man’s journey to making history. Ages 
11-14. Janet Minichiello
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A century before the Grinch 
stole Christmas, Ebenezer 
Scrooge was doing his best to 
convince everyone that the 
holiday was mere humbug. 
Charles Dickens’s 
classic tale of the miser who 
learns to love his fellow 
humans a� er some startling 
visits from the Ghosts 
of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to Come has entranced 
generations of Christmas revelers. Adam McKeown’s 
new retelling for young readers skillfully preserves the spirit 
of the original A Christmas Carol (Doubleday, $17.99). 
Evocative illustrations by Gerald Kelley will make 
children shiver at Scrooge’s initial coldness, only to delight in 
his subsequent conversion to compassion. Tiny Tim himself 
would bless this book’s publication. Ages 6-10. Janet Minichiello 

A� er surviving 
Kristallnacht in 1938, 
Oskar’s parents send 
him to America to 
save him from the 
Nazi persecution 
of Jews. He arrives 
in New York City 
on the last night of 

Hanukkah, which this year is also Christmas Eve. He has 
yet another journey in front of him: he must walk over one 
hundred blocks to his aunt Esther’s house. A stranger’s act of 
kindness reminds him of his father’s parting words: “Oskar, 
even in bad times, people can be good. You have to look for 
the blessings.” As he walks on, the people he meets show him 
the truth of his father’s dictum. Oskar and the Eight 
Blessings (Roaring Brook, $17.99) is a heartfelt tale from 
authors Richard and Tanya Simon and illustrator 
Mark Siegel that celebrates love, survival, the kindness of 
strangers, and the city that so many refugees have come to call 
home. Ages 6-9. Janet Minichiello

Do you dream of a� ending 
a certain tea party in the 
company of a dormouse, 
a hare, a Ha� er, and a girl 
named Alice?  Do you wish 
you could play croquet 
with the Queen of Hearts? 
Satisfy your love of Lewis 
Carroll’s immortal 
protagonist with The 
Complete Alice (Henry 
Holt, $40). This sumptuous edition, which boasts a gorgeous 
white cover with a die-cut rabbit hole as well as pages edged 
in shining red, includes both Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
and Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There. 
Several other works by Carroll, including a “deleted episode” 
of Alice’s adventures, are also featured. Restored, full-color 
versions of Sir John Tenniel’s original illustrations make 
this a worthy addition to any Alice fan’s bookshelf. Ages 8 and 
up. Janet Minichiello

J.K. Rowling’s Harry 
Po� er and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone 
(Arthur A. Levine, $39.99) 
has always been magical. 
Now, with the help of 
Jim Kay’s superb 
illustrations, Hogwarts 
has never felt quite so 
real. In this magnifi cent 
edition, each page o� ers 
a magical surprise. 

There are illustrated guides to dragons and trolls and rich 
double-page spreads of scenes that have captured children’s 
imaginations from the inception of this series, like Harry’s 
discovery of the unicorn in the Forbidden Forest. This edition 
o� ers something new to readers, artists, and the one or two 
people on the planet who have not yet read this most beloved 
of tales. Ages 11 and up. Meghan Drummond 
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Scrooge was doing his best to 

of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to Come has entranced 

J.K. Rowling
Po� er and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone 
(Arthur A. Levine, $39.99) 
has always been magical. 
Now, with the help of 
Jim Kay
illustrations, Hogwarts 
has never felt quite so 
real. In this magnifi cent 
edition, each page o� ers 
a magical surprise. 

There are illustrated guides to dragons and trolls and rich 

Cover illustration from Goodnight Songs, A Celebration of the Seasons, copyright 2015 with permission from Sterling.




