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In a playful fairy tale 
that is exquisite and 
multilayered in its 
simplicity, The Tiny 
King (Candlewick, $14.99) 
is lonely in his massive 
castle until he meets the 
big princess. Through 
spare text and contrasting 
backgrounds, Taro 
Miura masterfully 
creates atmosphere and 
celebrates the importance 

of family. The richness of the Tiny King’s new life 
resonates in illustrations created from cutouts and 
collage that burst forth in cheerful colors. Ages 2-5. MAG  

Papa Bear is just settling 
in for a long winter snooze 
when Little Bear rushes off 
after a rambling bumblebee. 
A chase ensues through the 
French countryside and 
Parisian cityscapes before 
Papa eventually tracks 
the single-minded Little 
Bear to L’Opera Garnier. 
Papa Bear finds himself 
onstage and performs his 
own version of an aria, 
The Bear’s Song (Chronicle, $17.99). He terrifies the 
patrons but comforts and impresses (and finally finds) 
Little Bear. Benjamin Chaud’s intricately detailed 
depictions, full of French panache, will have the reader 
searching along with Papa Bear for his cub on each 
exquisite page. Ages 3-5. RBB 

How many times have you 
stared out the window, 
waiting impatiently for a 
Big Snow (Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, $16.99)? 
David’s mom tries to rein 
in his excitement about 
the upcoming snowstorm 
by getting him to 
help clean the house.  
Unfortunately for her, 
David’s imagination and 
steadfast desire make her 

job a little harder than expected.  Jonathan Bean’s 
warm watercolors frame a charming story of childhood 
and make you yearn for the colder months ahead.  Ages 
3-6. KLP 

Elisha Cooper’s Train 
(Orchard, $17.99) takes the 
reader on a scenic (and sonic) 
ride on five different trains 
criss-crossing our country 
from the East Coast to the 

West. The Commuter Train rolls out of a busy station 
to start the journey. The Passenger Train arrives in the 
big city as the Freight Train begins to roll across the 
plains. The Overnight Train switchbacks through the 
Rockies, then the High-Speed Train pulls into the final 
station. Cooper’s loose yet detailed pencil and watercolor 
drawings depict the trains clattering, chugging, and 
hurtling across the changing landscapes on two-page 
spreads. These are interspersed with interior details 
describing the activities on board and in the train 
stations; a short glossary at the end will be useful for 
budding engineers. Ages 3-8. AG 

Loula can’t take it. She must escape 
her “three MEAN, HORRIBLE, 
STINKY brothers.” Armed 
with the most necessary travel 
accompaniments – stuffed cat, tea 
set, best drawing – she informs 
her nonchalant parents of her 
plan and departs for Africa, 
where boy-eating piranhas will 
keep her brothers at bay. Luckily, 
Gilbert, the family chauffeur, knows the way. With his 
assistance, the everyday unveils its magic in Loula Is 
Leaving for Africa (Kids Can, $16.95), a charming 
portrait of a friendship fueled by a flair for the dramatic. 
Anne Villeneuve’s endearingly indignant Loula 
will charm readers, though Gilbert proves the most 
compelling character, quietly rendering the familiar 
fantastic. With understated humor and cheerful 
watercolors reminiscent of Ludwig Bemelmans’s 
beloved Madeline books, this tale reminds readers that 
sometimes getting away from it all just takes a little 
imagination—and one’s trusty tea set. Ages 4-6. ACD 

In his newest, uproarious picture 
book, Mac Barnett (Extra 
Yarn, Chloe and the Lion) invites 
his audience to Count the 
Monkeys (Hyperion, $16.99). But 
wait— an unexpected guest has 
chased the monkeys away! Each 

turn of the page reveals another unlikely turn of events 
that causes the monkeys to remain in hiding. Will the 
recalcitrant simians ever show up? Barnett keeps readers 
guessing, while Kevin Cornell’s joyously over-the-
top illustrations may even make them forget to look for 
the monkeys at all. Ages 4-6. JLM 

PICTURE BOOKS



Peter Brown deftly 
recounts what happens 
when civilized, 
bipedal, hat-wearing 
Mr. Tiger Goes 
Wild (Little, Brown, 
$18).  Mr. Tiger sheds 
his top hat and suit, 
walks through water 
fountains, and heads 

on all fours for the forest, where he can 
let his inner wild self be free. Finding his new habitat 
rather lonely, however, Mr. Tiger returns to town and is 
delighted at what he finds. Brown’s intentionally limited 
palette of greens, browns, and oranges cleverly illustrates 
this hilarious and heartwarming tale.  Ages 4-7.  KLP  

According to one little 
boy, we should let it 
Rain! (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, $16.99) so he can 
stomp through puddles, 
wear his bright green frog 
hat, and stop for a hot 
cocoa at the local coffee 
shop. Meanwhile, an 
older gentleman traveling 
to the same destination 
is simply disgusted with the idea of messy hair, yucky 
galoshes, and nasty puddles. On his way out of the 
shop, the young boy sees that the man has forgotten 
his hat. The hilarious and heartwarming exchange that 
ensues helps everyone forget that it’s cloudy and gray 
and remember what it’s like to be young. Christian 
Robinson’s brightly cheerful paint and collage 
illustrations bring extra joy to Linda Ashman’s tale 
of intergenerational friendship. Ages 4-7. KLP

“At 9:59 on Thursday 
morning,” before Jodie 
finishes drawing the final 
silver button on the boots 
of her duck, ordinary yet 
momentous things take 
place—starting with her baby 
brother taking his first steps 
right next to her. Writer and 
illustrator Bob Graham 
then zooms in and out of 

Jodie’s living room to the sidewalk, the neighborhood 
park, and even above the city to catch other events 
during those same precious seconds. Readers will be 
flipping pages back and forth to follow the many visual 
details and changing points of view in Graham’s ink 
and watercolor illustrations. The Silver Button 
(Candlewick, $16.99) takes the reader on a simple yet 
extraordinary journey, ending with a very rewarding tick 
of the clock. Ages 4–7. AG 

Fed up with the 
mean-spirited 
teasing of Elephant 
and Hippopotamus, 
Hare challenges 
each to a game of 
Tug of War 
(Candlewick, 

$16.99). Goading them 
both into committing to the competition, Hare then 
proceeds to illustrate the superiority of brains to brawn, 
sneakily pitting each against the other while taking all 
the credit. This Nigerian folktale was one of the first 
picture books the acclaimed John Burningham 
illustrated, and he has now created a new retelling of the 
story to accompany his original mixed-media drawings. 
The evocative beauty of his illustrations perfectly 
complements the cheeky new text, making this volume a 
remarkable and memorable achievement. Ages 4-8. CEB 

What happens when 
the moon lands 
in your backyard?  
When the sun never 
rises and the moon 
never sets, eternally 
glowing from one 
family’s yard, a 
town is transformed. 
With gorgeous 
and immensely 
evocative illustrations, Adam Rex tells the surreal 
and enchanting story of Moonday (Hyperion, 
$16.99). A departure from his typical work, Moonday has 
Maurice Sendak’s eerie surreality, though Rex’s playful 
sense of humor shines through. Get swept up in this 
utterly original and effervescent tale as a family reacts 
in the wake of the most unexpected and dreamlike of 
occurrences. Ages 4-8. CEB

Wu Daozi is no 
ordinary schoolboy. 
When he tries to 
make characters as 
his teacher instructs, 
trees and animals 
flow from his brush. 
Incited into a frenzy 
of painting, he 
covers his town 
in pictures so 
realistic they come 
alive. Lenore 

Look brings to life the T’ang Dynasty’s legendary 
“Sage of Painting,” who held the Brush of the Gods 
(Schwartz & Wade, $17.99). Meilo So’s illustrations 
form a pleasant but muted world that gradually becomes 
richer and brighter as Wu Daozi paints. Ages 4-8. EAE 
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When The Fox 
in the Library 
(NorthSouth, $17.95) 
corners Mouse, she 
knows she’ll have 
to use her brain to 
escape. To distract the 
Fox, she becomes an 
excellent advocate for 
the library, selecting 
a picture book to 

give him “new ideas” (none of which include eating 
her). The Fox is hooked and returns later with a literate 
Chicken. Chicken’s ability to read will save the day for 
the duo. Originally created in cooperation with the 
Swiss Association of general public libraries, Lorenz 
Pauli’s tribute to a cherished institution is given a 
whimsical touch by Kathrin Scharer’s full-spread, 
colored pencil illustrations. Ages 4-8. MAG 

With each turn 
of the page, the 
race between The 
Tortoise & the 
Hare (Little, Brown, 
$18) unfolds like a 
moving picture. In 
this companion to 
the award-winning 
The Lion & the 
Mouse, Caldecott Medalist Jerry Pinkney focuses on 
the determination and humility of the tortoise, and the 
hare’s gracious attitude after losing the race. Pinkney’s 
minimal use of text emphasizes the importance of the 
words “SLOW AND STEADY” that both accent the 
tortoise’s journey and remind us to slacken the pace 
of our own busy lives. Examine every aspect of this 
visual adventure, and you’ll be rewarded by the intricate 
watercolors and dramatic perspectives. Ages 4-8. MAG 

Laura Vaccaro 
Seeger, author of 
the Caldecott Honor 
book Green, is back 
with another visual 
treat, this time in 
the form of a very 
ornery bull. The 
book begins with a 

bigger bull yelling at a smaller one to “Go away!”, hurting 
the smaller bull’s feelings and leading him to strike out at 
those around him. Bully (Roaring Brook, $16.99) insults 
his friends, calling them mean names and refusing to 
play until even he must face the harmful impact of his 
actions. Arrestingly rendered in Seeger’s bright, bold 
colors and visually striking style, Seeger’s art combines 
with her clever wordplay to stick with readers young and 
old. Ages 4-8. CEB. 

When a bored and 
lonely young girl 
finds a magical 
red marker, she 
draws herself a 
door on her blank 
bedroom wall and 
steps through 
to embark on 

a fantastical Journey (Candlewick, $15.99). She 
imaginatively draws her way through a new and richly 
colored, yet unfamiliar, landscape, over the course of 
her travels conjuring a magic carpet and hot-air balloon 
until an act of selflessness and bravery leads her to the 
companionship she craves. With a simple and moving 
story evocative of the children’s classic Harold and the 
Purple Crayon, Aaron Becker’s sweepingly beautiful 
art and poignant, wordless presentation make Journey 
both unique and entirely unforgettable. Ages 4-8. CEB 

David Wiesner is 
back, this time with an 
engaging and wacky 
tale in his signature 
wordless style. Mr. 
Wuffles! (Clarion, 
$17.99) is a bored 
housecat uninterested 
in typical toys, but 
one day he finds himself on the trail of a miniature alien 
spaceship! As the aliens struggle to escape, Mr. Wuffles 
is in turn baffled and amused by the game. His relentless 
pursuit causes damage to their ship, and the aliens must 
eventually recruit the aid of insects to make repairs 
and engineer their escape. Wiesner’s strikingly original 
and effective art captures both the stalking cat and the 
panicking aliens, creating a story with no need for words. 
Ages 5-8. CEB 

The Man with 
the Violin (Annick, 
$19.95) is inspired 
by a true example of 
how the hectic pace 
of modern life limits 
an appreciation of 
artistry. World-
renowned classical 

violinist Joshua Bell played in Washington’s L’Enfant 
Plaza Metro Station in 2007 and was almost entirely 
ignored by passers-by. In this account of the event, it 
is the un-dulled eyes and ears of a child that recognize 
the gorgeous music for what it is amidst the hustle and 
bustle. The evocative illustrations by Dušan Petričić 
depict the music as warm tones floating through the 
grays of the everyday, while Kathy Stinson’s simple 
but elegant text make this a fantastic book to share with 
any child, musically inclined or not.  Ages 5-8.  ENR w
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Lalouche, a humble postman 
in 1880s Paris, is small but 
nimble. When he loses his job, 
his future looks bleak. One day, 
however, he chances upon the 
Bastille Boxing Club—where 
he discovers he’s a natural 
in the ring. The Mighty 

Lalouche (Schwartz & Wade, $17.99) demonstrates that 
strength and brilliance can come in very small packages. 
Matt Olshan and illustrator Sophie Blackall’s 
book is a whimsical celebration of individuality that will 
have lovers of both Paris and boxing cheering for this 
unlikely hero. Ages 5-8. JLM  

As she did in The 
Keeping Quilt, Patricia 
Polacco mines her rich 
family history to tell the 
story of The Blessing 
Cup (Paula Wiseman, 
$17.99), but this time she 
reaches back even further. 
Before her great-grandmother Anna came to America 
and made a quilt to help her family to remember their 
past, she was a little girl in Russia, suffering under the 
brutal government-supported pogroms, but comforted by 
the closeness and rituals of family. Their beautiful tea set, 
said to give all who drank from it a blessing from God, 
was one of the few items the family brought with them 
when they fled the terror of the pogroms. By the time 
they reached the U.S., only one cup was left; it was then 
passed down through the generations, in remembrance 
of what was left behind and as a reminder to treasure the 
family with which they were blessed. Ages 5-8. EAE 

On a day that begins like any other, 
a boy named Duncan discovers a 
pile of letters addressed to him—
from his crayons, informing him 
that today is, in fact, The Day 
the Crayons Quit (Philomel, 
$17.99). Each one has a different 
bone to pick: Red Crayon has to 

work every day, including holidays (coloring in all those 
Santas is not exactly his idea of a Christmas celebration). 
Beige Crayon takes umbrage at being referred to as “dark 
tan” and “light brown,” while Peach Crayon can’t leave 
the box because Duncan peeled off his wrapper and he’s 
now—oh, the shame!—naked. How can Duncan make 
them all happy again? First-time picture book author 
Drew Daywalt and veteran illustrator Oliver 
Jeffers are a match made in comic heaven. Daywalt’s 
chromatic epistolary efforts are both original and 
sidesplitting, while Jeffers infuses more emotion into 
these anthropomorphized crayons than one would have 
thought possible. You’ll never think about crayons the 
same way again. Ages 5-8. JLM 

Pizza in Pienza (David R. Godine, $17.95) is a 
celebration of two of Susan Fillion’s favorite things: 
pizza and the Italian town of Pienza. A young girl 
growing up in Pienza relates her all-consuming passion 
for pizza. She dreams of her next slice even while eating 
spaghetti during big family lunches! After going to the 
library to research her favorite food, she relates its origins 
in the southern city of Naples. Fillion’s book is full of 
whimsical yet strong illustrations that convey both the 
beauty of Italy and the joy of pizza. A delightful addition 
to the book is the Italian translation of the English text 
on each page. Even for non-Italian speakers, it will be a 
joy to sound out the words of a language as beautiful as 
its country and its food. Ages 6-9. JLM 

Pizza in Pienza (David R. Godine, $17.95) è 
un’esaltazione di due delle cose preferite di Susan 
Fillion: la pizza e Pienza. Una giovane ragazza pientina 
racconta la sua passione per la pizza. Sogna del prossimo 
trancio anche quando mangia gli spaghetti durante un 
gran pranzo con tutta la famiglia! Dopo di andare in 
biblioteca per fare la ricerca sul suo cibo preferito, la 
ragazza racconta le origini della pizza a Napoli. Il libro 
di Fillion è pieno di illustrazioni strambe ma forti che 
trasmettono la bellezza dell’Italia e la gioia della pizza. 
Un’aggiunta incantevole è la traduzione italiana del testo 
inglese su ogni pagina. Anche per quelli che non parlano 
italiano, sarà un piacere sentire il suono di una lingua 
bella come il suo paese e la sua cucina. Età 6-9 anni. JLM 

This is the Rope (Nancy 
Paulsen, $16.99) that binds three 
generations, beginning with a 
young girl in South Carolina who 
finds the rope under an old tree. 
That young girl will one day marry, 
move north as part of the Great 
Migration, and live to see her 
granddaughter skipping with that 
same rope on a Brooklyn sidewalk. James 
Ransome’s oil paintings take us on a visual journey 
from South to North and across time. Jacqueline 
Woodson’s titular refrain recalls a playful jump-rope 
rhyme while illustrating constancy and change from one 
generation to the next. Ages 6-9. HWP 
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When sisters Matilda 
and Clementine wake to 
a rainy Saturday, Matilda 
takes it upon herself to 
teach skeptical Clemmie 
just how fun the rain can 
be: the way it sounds like 
applause, the splash of it 
on one’s tongue, the worms 
it ushers from hiding. 
Playfully told, each panel 
of renowned Argentine 
cartoonist Liniers’s ink-
and-watercolor drawings 
conveys the warmth and 

humor of the two sisters’ relationship. The Big Wet 
Balloon (Toon, $12.95) is a true delight, with bold, 
funny characters (inspired by Liniers’s own daughters) 
who embody the intrepid spirit and optimism of 
childhood. Ages 4-7. ACD 

Es un sábado lluvioso cuando se despiertan las 
hermanas Matilda y Clementina. A Matilda le encanta 
la lluvia y decide enseñar a su hermana menor como la 
lluvia es tan divertida: suena como el aplauso, salpica 
en su lengua, y llama a las orugas del suelo. Dicho con 
alegría, cada dibujo de la novela gráfica del conocido 
historietista argentino Liniers demuestra el cariño 
y el humor de la relación de las hermanas. El Globo 
Grande y Mojado (Toon, $12.95 HB/$4.99 PB) 
es un placer, con personajes intrépidos y simpáticos 
(inspirado por las hijas de Liniers) quienes representan el 
espíritu y el optimismo de la juventud. Ages 4-7. ACD 

For most people, going 
to the Laundromat 
is a daunting task 
filled with sorting and 
inconvenience, but not 
for Francis, the 
Little Fox (Kids Can, 
$17.95). Laundry Saturday 
is his favorite day of the 
week. It is a day that 
he gets to spend alone 
with his father, tossing 
socks onto caribou 

antlers, coloring pictures, and enjoying a nice frozen 
yogurt. However, all goes awry when pesky Lily, the 
daughter of the Laundromat owner Mr. Li, plays tricks 
on all the customers. Suddenly, it’s up to Francis to put 
things right. Veronique Boisjoly’s humorous tale 
couples perfectly with Katty Maurey’s illustrations, 
which offer something to discover on every page. Ages 
4-8. KLG 

Wolf and Dog (Gecko, $16.95) 
are cousins, but Wolf is wild, while 
Dog is tame. Wolf doesn’t eat green. 
Dog declares lettuce “good for the 
waistline.” Wolf wolfs down food. 
Dog uses a plate. Might the two 
find common ground? In Sylvia 
Vanden Heede’s offbeat stories, 
translated by Bill Nagelkerke and 

told in Wolf’s slanted rhyme, these two compelling 
characters engage in playful battle, never quite enemies, 
never quite friends. Their relationship is a clever, fast-
paced hodge-podge of wordplay and negotiation – over 
a flea, bacon, a wolf-terrorizing kitty, and more. Marije 
Tolman’s color illustrations tease out just the right 
details, emphasizing the stories’ darkly humorous bite. 
Well suited to reading aloud, this book is sure to leave 
everyone giggling. Ages 5-8. ACD  

Ant hates winter. It’s cold, gray, and 
lonely. She misses her best friend 
Honey Bee, who seems perfectly 
content to spend time alone. Ant 
can’t believe anyone would choose 
to be alone, though, so she braves 
the cold, the wind, and the rain to 
offer her company.  Bee is tired. 
And grumpy. And hungry. Ant is 
determined to remedy the situation 
before Bee hibernates. Young 
readers will appreciate this warm and humorous portrait 
of Ant and Honey Bee: A Pair of Friends 
in Winter (Candlewick, $14.99) from Judy Moody 
author Meg McDonald. G. Brian Karas’s 
expressive drawings make this winsome duo even more 
endearing.  Ages 5-8.  HWP 

When her owners give her a 
skull-and-crossbones scarf on 
their seaside vacation, Poppy 
the Pirate Dog (Candlewick, 
$14.99) is sure that the pirate life 
is for her. Poppy can’t wait for her 
ocean adventures to begin, and 
she immediately sets out to find 
the perfect ship. Unfortunately, 
boats aren’t quite what Poppy 
expected. They move and splash 

unexpectedly, which she doesn’t like at all. How is Poppy 
going to become a pirate if she is afraid of boats? This 
is a fun and engaging early chapter book from the best-
selling author Liz Kessler with charming illustrations 
by Mike Phillips. With large type and abundant 
illustrations, it’s the perfect confidence-building book for 
early readers moving into chapter books. Ages 6-8. CEB 
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EARLY READERS AND CHAPTER BOOKS 



 
Award-winning author-illustrator David Macaulay 
is well known for his ability to convey complex 
concepts through words and pictures.  Now Macaulay is 
introducing younger readers to the wonders of human 
beings and the things we make in a series called How 
It Works. The latest installments in the series, Eye 
and Toilet (David Macaulay Studio, $15.99 HB/$3.99 
PB each), make for fascinating reading.  Learn about 
the Eye through the lens of a little girl who’s playing 
soccer.  How do her eyes adjust to light? How does she 
recognize her teammates?  And why did Sarah just 
run into her even though Sarah has flashy new sports 
specs? Toilet provides a comprehensive narrative and 
visual description of waste disposal, starting with the 
question, “What is […] waste and where does it come 
from?” Readers learn how the toilet works, but equally 
interesting are the different ways in which wastewater is 
treated.  Each book contains a glossary, a list of suggested 
books and other media, and an index.  Ages 6-9. HWP 

Think of the most sickly-sweet 
book you ever received from 
your Gran-Gran, then double 
the saccharine quotient by 
adding a glassy-eyed, crook-
eared bunny who thinks his 
birthday has been forgotten. 
This is Alexander’s terrible 
birthday gift, until he rescues 
the book from its overly 
friendly, forest-creatured 
fate. With Alex’s doctoring, 

Birthday Bunny morphs into supervillain Battle 
Bunny (Simon & Schuster, $14.99). A few swipes of 
Alex’s pencil, and eye-patched Battle Bunny rampages 
through the forest, chopping (not hopping) through trees. 
With robot killer bees, ninja turtles, and 1,104 fighting 
styles, Battle Bunny appears unstoppable – except 
the President thinks maybe Alex can help. Authors 
Jon Scieszka and Mac Barnett and illustrator 
Matthew Myers pack every page with awesome 
details in this clever, laugh-out-loud funny, just-twisted-
enough book for young readers. Ages 6-9. ACD 

Young Precious Ramotswe 
has a big heart and a special 
talent for solving the 
mysteries that occur in her 
rural home in Botswana. 
When she makes friends 
with two new classmates, 
sister Teb and brother 
Pontsho, she has a chance 
to do so once again 
when their family’s cow 
disappears. This time, 

though, Precious may need some help from a furry 
comrade to solve The Mystery of Meerkat Hill 
(Anchor, $6.99). Alexander McCall Smith’s 
second book for young readers about his famous heroine 
from the adult series The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 
is a delight for both fans of and strangers to Precious. 
His lilting prose combines with Iain McIntosh’s 
stunning red-and-black illustrations to create a gem of a 
novel. Ages 7-10. JLM 

Billy’s stay-at-home dad has 
declared that this is The Year 
of Billy Miller (Greenwillow, 
$16.99), and Billy quite likes the 
idea.  But he is starting second 
grade and thus faces new 
challenges, including a school 
project and a poetry slam, along 
with the old ones (namely, his 
ever-present little sister). Award-
winner Kevin Henkes has 
written and illustrated a funny, human, and realistic 
take on what it is like to be in elementary school.  Ages 
7-10. KLP 

In third-grader Ellray’s 
mind, problems transform 
into giants to battle. 
Ellray Jakes and 
the Beanstalk 
(Penguin, $14.99 
HB/$5.99 PB) involves 
much more than Ellray’s 
interpretation of a fairy 
tale for school. Small 
for his age and prone to 
errors of judgment, he 
is bewildered and hurt 
when his close friend 

starts skateboarding with a longtime archenemy. Ellray 
is convinced that learning to skateboard will regain his 
friend’s attention, but the solution is not quite so simple. 
Sally Warner perfectly portrays the challenges of 
navigating friendships, home life, and the playground 
in this early chapter series with playful illustrations by 
Brian Biggs. Ages 7-10. MAG 
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In this comedic misadventure, a father 
regales his children with the absurd series 
of obstacles he encountered on a trip to pick 
up the milk for their morning cereal. As he 
is abducted by aliens and travels through 

time, Fortunately, the Milk (HarperCollins, $14.99) 
remains unharmed. With Neil Gaiman’s quirky 
sense of humor and Skottie Young’s surreal black-
and-white illustrations, this delightfully unlikely tale 
makes for an ideal read-aloud and will captivate children 
and adults alike. Ages 7-10. CEB

In a classic tale of compromise and 
cooperation, Boy, an instinctive mediator, 
spends his time reading about natural 
history and fairy tales. When his father 
reports there is a dragon on the Downs, 
Boy discovers The Reluctant 
Dragon (Holiday House, $16.95 HB/$6.95 PB). 
Energized by the news of a dragon, the villagers are 
delighted when St. George arrives to slay it. Boy must 
intervene to save both the dragon and St. George’s 
reputation. Kenneth Grahame’s vivid text is a 
delight to read aloud and Ernest H. Shepard’s 
pen and ink drawings add perfect accents to the story. 
An introduction by Leonard S. Marcus further 
enhances this anniversary edition. Ages 7-10. MAG  

Meet Bo at Ballard Creek (Holt, 
$15.99), a little girl growing up in the late 
1920s after the Alaska goldrush. Two 
miners are raising Bo with help from 
an entire Eskimo village. Join Bo as she 
learns Eskimo, expertly prepares biscuits 
for hungry miners, and accompanies Big 
Annie on adventures unique to Alaska. 
Author Kirkpatrick Hill (The Year of 

Miss Agnes), who grew up in a gold-mining community 
in Alaska herself, portrays Bo and her nontraditional 
upbringing with warmth and humor. LeUyen 
Pham’s endearing pencil sketches give the story the 
feel of an old-time classic. Ages 8-11. HWP

Twelve-year-old Henry lives near 
a resort community for summering 
vaudevillians called Bluffton 
(Candlewick, $22.99). These performers 
fascinate him, and he forms a friendship 
with a young boy named Buster Keaton. 
The artwork of this gorgeous graphic novel, elegant 
yet simple, captures both the time in which the tale is 
set and Henry’s innocence. Matt Phelan has an 
uncanny ability to depict through his drawings the 
unspoken aspects of a conversation that lie just below 
the surface, and these details, among others, make this 
coming-of-age tale a delight.  Ages 8 to 12. ENR 

Newbery Award-winning 
storyteller Kate 
DiCamillo’s novel Flora 
and Ulysses: The 
Illuminated Adventures 
(Candlewick, $17.99) is difficult 
to categorize and impossible 
not to love. When self-
professed cynic Flora attempts 
to rescue Ulysses, an oblivious 

neighborhood squirrel, from death by vacuum cleaner, 
no one has any idea that he has been given super-
squirrel powers including incredible strength and a 
talent for writing poetry. Yet as their adventure unfolds, 
both Flora and Ulysses are equally changed. DiCamillo’s 
off-beat superhero story, interspersed with comic-style 
strips and full-page illustrations by C. G. Campbell, 
recounts a tale of an unusual and unforgettable 
friendship. Ages 8-12. CEB 

Mister Max, (Knopf, $16.99), 
otherwise known as Max Starling, 
is in trouble: his parents have 
disappeared under mysterious 
circumstances. At twelve years 
old, Max must begin to fend for 
himself in while simultaneously 
attempting to discover his 
parents’ whereabouts. Having 
grown up in the theater scene of 
early twentieth-century England, 

he has a surprisingly useful set of tools to help him in 
these endeavors. Cynthia Voigt introduces us to 
charming and likeable characters, describing them in a 
spritely way that creates a delightful atmosphere amid 
the mystery. Iacopo Bruno’s illustrations, scattered 
throughout the novel, enhance the book’s allure.  Ages 
8-12. ENR 

For the first time in more than 
fifteen years, The Hobbit 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
$30) has new illustrations. In a 
project approved by the Tolkien 
family, Jemima Catlin 
concentrated on J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s descriptions and 
illustrations in her use of 
pencil, ink, and watercolor. 
Inspired and influenced by classic 
children’s illustrators like Ernest H. Shepard and Tove 
Jansson, this young artist brings to new life the tale of 
Bilbo Baggins and his quest. This luxurious volume 
beautifully evokes the atmosphere of a beloved classic 
for a new generation. Ages 8 and up. MAG 
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Sage Blackwood’s formula for a 
magical read: Take one orphaned boy, Jinx 
(HarperCollins, $16.99), who can communicate 
with trees through his toes and sense people’s 
feelings. Add one formidable, querulous 
wizard who cast a spell to steal one of Jinx’s 

powers. Combine with the intriguing Sophie, who travels 
between the mysterious forest of Urwald and Samara, a 
place where magic is forbidden. Finally, sprinkle with a 
quest, a villain, and plenty of curses. Open this book and 
step through its enchanting portal to discover a world 
you won’t want to leave. Ages 9-12. MAG 

Everyone’s family is a bit strange, but the 
Gadsby family has been even further from 
normal After Iris (Dial, $16.99), twelve-
year-old Blue’s twin sister, passed away. 
Natasha Farrant’s debut novel delves 
into this English family’s eccentric lifestyle, 
featuring everything from pet rats on racecars to siblings 
with no shortage of hysterics. Told from Blue’s point of 
view through film transcripts and diary entries, this is 
the story of a dysfunctional family that somehow finds 
its way back together after tragedy. Ages 10-12. KLG 

An evil force is devastating The 
Mysterious Woods of Whistle 
Root (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
$16.99), where owls once danced in 
the moonlight to music played by rats. 
Orphaned eleven-year-old Carly, who is 
unable to sleep at night, discovers this 
strange forest when she meets Lewis, 

one of the surviving, fiddle-playing rats. Carly must 
save the rats and the Whistle Root tree. In her quest, she 
will find friendship and discover her rightful place in 
the woods. Christopher Pennell’s lyrical writing 
makes for an exceptional read-aloud; elegantly detailed 
illustrations by Rebecca Bond make the book a feast 
for the eye as well as the ear. Ages 10-12. MAG 

After spending the summer getting 
to know their mother and the Black 
Panther Party out in Oakland, Delphine 
and her younger sisters have returned 
to New York. It’s a year of transitions 
for everyone, as their father’s new 
girlfriend becomes part of the family, 
their uncle returns from Vietnam a changed man, and 
Delphine struggles to please her new sixth-grade teacher. 
Power struggles within their family threaten to upset the 
balance their home has always relied upon. As Delphine 
rushes to grow up, the letters exchanged between her 
and her mother are a needed reminder to P.S. Be 
Eleven (Amistad, $16.99). Rita Williams-Garcia’s 
sequel to One Crazy Summer is rich with oft-forgotten 
American history and is an achingly accurate and 
heartfelt coming-of-age tale. Ages 10-12. AJK 

Do you know How to 
Catch a Bogle (Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, $16.99)? 
No? Well, ten-year-old Birdie 
does, and she is proud of her 
profession. Bogles can take 
the form of any manner of 
monster, and they are all 
attacking the children of 
Victorian London. Alfred 
Bunce, the Bogler, uses 
Birdie as bait; her sweet voice 

draws out the bogles whilst Bunce waits to pounce. Life 
is complicated, however, by several shady characters, 
including the infamous Sally Pickles, and by the curiosity 
of the learned and wealthy Miss Eames. Children 
and parents alike will enjoy Catherine Jinks’s 
Dickensian tale of Victorian monsters.  Ages 10-14. KLP 

When Zach is told he is too old 
to play with dolls, this censure 
unwittingly triggers his biggest 
game of all. Dissatisfied with 
his sudden reticence, one of 
his two playmates, Poppy, 
finds herself channeling 
the queen doll, a porcelain 
antique who is never to be 
touched and is rumored to be 
made with the ground bones 
of a dead child. Spooked but 
unwilling to call her bluff, the 
three friends set off to find the girl’s headstone 
and put the Doll Bones (Margaret K. McElderry, 
$16.99) to rest. Holly Black’s thrillingly ambiguous 
narration walks the line of the supernatural, creating a 
spooky tale of friendship and adventure in which no one 
is too old to play make believe. Ages 10-14. CEB 

Jonathan Stroud’s 
newest novel, The 
Screaming 
Staircase (Hyperion, 
$16.99), is equal parts 
frightening and funny, set 
in a modern—or future—
London, where children 
are the only ones capable 
of sensing the evil spirits 
that besiege the city.  
Heroine Lucy Carlyle 
joins Lockwood & Co., 
one of the many agencies 

using children to find and destroy the ghosts plaguing 
the city.  Stroud’s prose is deliciously scary in all the right 
places, while skillfully breaking the tension with the wit 
and humor that make up the children’s relationships with 
each other.  This is a must-read.  Ages 10-14. KLP
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Jane, the Fox & Me 
(Groundwood, $19.95) is a brilliant 
book—a 100-page graphic novel 
full of tenderness, pain, and hope. 
Hélène, lonely and inexplicably 
ostracized by classmates, finds 
her only refuge in reading Jane 
Eyre. After an encounter with 
a fox near her tent while on a 
school nature trip, she meets 

a fellow outcast, Géraldine. Writer Fanny Britt 
makes Hélène’s voice personal and heartfelt. Illustrator 
Isabelle Arsenault brilliantly uses black and warm 
grey pencil work to depict Hélène’s life, which contrasts 
with Jane Eyre’s vermillion, rose, and robin’s egg blue. As 
the book ends, these colors will seep into Hélène life as 
she finds a friend at last. Ages 10-15. AG 

Monsters freely roam the 
streets of Arcopolis after 
they kill Haggard West, the 
city’s greatest defender. 
The beleaguered human 
denizens’ luck suddenly 
changes, however, with 
the arrival of Battling 
Boy (First Second, 
$24.99 HB/$15.99 PB). 
This demigod leaves his 
own planet to save these 
Earth-bound inhabitants 
and thus complete his ritual passage into manhood 
and superhero status. It turns out that his mission is 
even harder than it first seemed, thanks to Arcopolis’s 
politics and the competition from Haggard’s daughter 
Aurora, who has superhero ambitions of her own. 
This first installment of Paul Pope’s new series for 
young readers will be sure to hook them from the first 
page with its bold illustrations, fast-paced action, and 
relatable characters. Ages 10-18. JLM 

Willow is an insanely intelligent 
twelve-year-old girl who finds 
comfort in Counting by 7s 
(Dial, $16.99). She lives happily 
with her adopted parents 
until tragedy strikes. Her life 
is torn apart and she must 
bravely stitch it back together 
again. In this story, where 
you’ll be captivated by Willow’s 
humaneness, quirkiness, and 
humor, a full range of misfit 
and diverse characters together 

form a family full of the same kind of love and oddities 
one expects from blood relatives.  Holly Goldberg 
Sloan has written a heartwarming novel of loss and 
family that will stand the test of time.  Ages 12-14. KLP 

When the unmanageable and 
unladylike Sophronia is sent away 
to finishing school, it is a great relief 
to her parents. Little do they know 
that Mademoiselle Geraldine’s 
Finishing Academy for Young 
Ladies of Quality is a school for 
both Etiquette & Espionage 
(Little, Brown, $17.99 HB/$10 PB), 
turning out well-tutored spies and 

assassins. In this Victorian steam-punk world, poisoning 
is taught alongside curtsying, and conspiracies abound. 
As Sophronia explores the enormous airship that houses 
the academy with her unusual gang of companions, she 
is drawn into a greater mystery with implications that far 
exceed the boundaries of the school itself. The first in a 
series, Gail Carriger’s novel is a delightfully quirky, 
genre-bending, and memorable read. Ages 12-15. CEB 

Twelve-year-old friends James 
and Anikwa share few words 
but many adventures. It is the 
summer of 1812 and James, the son 
of a trader, lives with his family 
outside Fort Wayne. Anikwa, 
a Miami, lives with his family 
in nearby Kekionga, as they 
have for generations. Their two 
communities live side by side in 
relative harmony, trading moccasins for 
wool socks and furs for Salt (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
$17.99). But fear and tension run high as the rumor of 
war grows. British and American armies prepare to 
battle at Fort Wayne, and Native American tribes from 
Kekionga prepare to protect their land. Award-winning 
author Helen Frost uses concrete poetry to convey 
James and Anikwa’s stories. Ages 12-15. HWP 

Like the characters in the stories 
he collected, Jacob Grimm lived 
long, long ago and Far Far 
Away (Knopf, $17.99). Yet he is 
still trapped on Earth, watching 
over Jeremy Johnson Johnson, 
the only living person who can 
hear him clearly. Jeremy’s mother 
abandoned him, his father is 
agoraphobic, and his grandfather, 
who ran the town’s Two Book 

Bookstore (selling only the two volumes of his own 
autobiography) has died and left Jeremy the store. Jacob 
knows, though, that something even darker threatens in 
the small town of Never Better, which Tom McNeal 
has made uncanny with subtle, eerie references to the 
tales of the brothers Grimm. Ages 12-15. EAE 
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On one terrible day, Judith’s best friend was 
murdered and Judith, rendered mute in an 
indescribably cruel manner and seemingly by 
the same perpetrator, disappeared. Now, four 
years later, mystery and suspicion surround 

Judith’s return to her small New England town. She longs 
to communicate her story to Lucas, a favorite childhood 
friend, but his own family becomes enmeshed in the 
ensuing turmoil. Resolution appears hopeless until Judith 
finds her voice with the care and patience of an unlikely 
ally. All the Truth That’s in Me (Viking, $17.99), 
Julie Berry’s first novel for young adults, will leave 
readers eagerly anticipating subsequent works by this 
talented author. Ages 12-17. RBB 

The tragedy of Romeo & Juliet 
(Candlewick, $21.99 HB/$13.99 PB) is familiar 
to anyone who has taken high school English, 
but this new graphic adaptation by Gareth 
Hinds breathes new life into the classic 
tale of doomed romance. Using much of Shakespeare’s 
original dialogue, Hinds’s version employs rich color and 
a diverse and varied cast of characters to capture and 
hold the attention of the modern reader. Graphic novel 
lovers will appreciate his painstaking and striking art, but 
even those new to the genre will appreciate this beloved 
play in a new light. Ages 12-18. CEB 

Verity Boone is optimistic about her future. 
Shipped off to relations at a young age following 
her mother’s untimely death, she is back home 
with her father and preparing to marry a 
handsome and appealing young neighbor. On 

a visit to the town cemetery, however, Verity makes a 
disturbing discovery. Her mother’s final resting place is 
one of The Caged Graves (Clarion, $16.99), covered 
in ornate ironwork, dominating the churchyard. Her 
curiosity leads her to discover dramatic local intrigue: 
treasure hunting, possible witchcraft, and twisted 
family dynamics. The gorgeous cover may be an initial 
attraction, but Dianne Salerni’s fine writing within 
will make this a personal favorite of many young adult 
readers. Ages 14-18. RBB 

Darius & Twig (Amistad, $17.99) are 
friends who share an impulse to escape. 
Darius does so by imagining a peregrine 
falcon soaring above him and the city’s 
skyline, but even more so through his 
writing. Twig escapes by running on the track team, 
training constantly to get a better time. Both boys dream 
of winning scholarships and leaving Harlem and their 
family troubles for college. The prolific and talented 
Walter Dean Myers, author of over a hundred 
titles, including the multiple-award–winner Monster, 
and current National Ambassador for Young People’s 
Literature, wrote Darius & Twig in response to fan 
requests for a book about friendship. Ages 14-18. EAE 

As ex-boyfriends Harry and Craig 
attempt to break the world record for 
longest kiss, they become the axis 
around which multiple narratives 
revolve in David Levithan’s 
complex interlocking novel Two 
Boys Kissing (Knopf, $16.99). 
The book swoops into and out of 
the minds of Avery and Ryan, 

exhilarated by their first kisses; Neil and Peter, a long-
time couple wondering where their relationship will lead; 
and Cooper, increasingly isolated amid a bevy of hook-
up apps. The novel’s emotional intimacy and dramatic 
tension are compelling, yet its most intriguing feature is 
its point of view. Told by a chorus of “angel godfathers” 
(a generation of gay men who died of AIDS), the story 
acquires a new layer: taut with pathos and humanity, it 
becomes an insightful reflection on the present and its 
relationship to the past. Ages 14 and up. ACD 

Rainbow Rowell’s second novel 
explores a subculture that has been 
increasingly in the public eye of late: 
fandom. The novel relates the story 
of a Fangirl’s (St. Martin’s Griffin, 
$18.99) first year of college. This isn’t 
just any fan, though; Cath is the 
author of one of the most popular 
pieces of fan fiction set in the 
universe of Simon Snow (a stand-in 
for Harry Potter), and her fannish activities are central 
to her understanding of herself and her relationship with 
her twin sister. Her first year of college is anything but 
easy as she finds herself struggling to reconcile the trials 
of academia with her love for all things Simon Snow. 
Rowell deftly explores her heroine’s inner turmoil; Cath’s 
social anxiety is so relatable that any reader will identify 
with and root for her.  Ages 14 and up.  ENR  

There is spoiled, and then there 
is Astrid Krieger. From a long line 
of proudly evil, rich geniuses, 
Astrid literally lives in a rocket 
ship in her parents’ backyard, 
prides herself on her lack of 
morals, and has been kicked 
out of every school she has 
ever attended. When, following 
her most recent expulsion, 
she is informed that she will 

be attending a public school, Astrid’s privileged life 
is turned upside down in this comedic new novel by 
David Iserson. Can Astrid survive the uncultured 
halls of her local high school? And, most importantly, 
will she ever get revenge on whoever got her expelled in 
the first place? Firecracker (Razorbill, $17.99) is an 
outrageous and hysterical look at the 1% through the eyes 
of a teenaged girl you will love to hate. Ages 15-18. CEB 
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Nick Lake will have your heart 
racing in no time. Somali pirates 
have boarded the private yacht 
of Amy’s family and are pointing 
a gun at her head. Amy’s father 
is Hostage One, her stepmother 
is Hostage Two, and Amy is 
Hostage Three (Bloomsbury, 
$17.99). In the midst of the terror, 
Amy finds herself falling for 
Farouz, the pirates’ translator. 
As she gets to know him, she 
gets glimpses into his personal 

situation, challenging her stereotypes about her captors. 
The knowledge that their relationship is dangerous in 
the short-term and impossible in the long-term sustains 
the suspense of Amy’s story. Ages 15-18. HWP 

Man Made Boy (Viking, 
$17.99) is the classic tale of a boy 
who leaves home to discover 
the wider world. Here, though, 
home is an underground Times 
Square theater staffed by 
trolls, sirens, and werewolves. 
The protagonist is Boy, 
hacker extraordinaire and 
son to Frankenstein and 
Frankenstein’s Bride, whose 
coming-of-age journey leads to a home for retired 
monsters, the granddaughters of Jekyll and Hyde, and 
the Hollywood studio of the Invisible Man. The most 
fantastic part? Jon Skovron’s inventive, hilarious 
novel is more than an imaginative mash-up. It’s a 
meditation on the relationship between creators and 
creations and an exploration of the monster in each of 
us: how beautifully right we are sometimes, how horribly 
wrong at others, and how hard it can be to tell the 
difference. Ages 15 and up. ACD 

Like the painting by Carl 
Larsson that inspired the novel, 
Midwinter Blood (Roaring 
Brook, $17.99) is dark and 
haunting. Seven interconnected 
stories explore the devotion 
and sacrifices of two lovers 
who first meet in the year 2073. 
Each subsequent story moves 
further back in time, covering 
a period from 2011 to the tenth 
century and finally to an 

unknown era. The two lovers appear in each vignette, 
but their relationship to each other always changes and 
is reflective of a life they might have lived. Marcus 
Sedgwick‘s unsettling but exquisitely conceived 
novel has the depth and complexity that will satisfy even 
the most discerning reader. Ages 15 and up. MAG 

Years after the publication of 
Nancy Farmer’s award-
winning modern classic, The 
House of the Scorpion, comes 
The Lord of Opium 
(Atheneum, $17.99), a frenetic 
and powerful sequel. A 
clone of the dictator El 
Patron, Matt finds himself 
suddenly responsible for the 
prosperous Land of Opium. 

As Opium thrives, surrounding nations starve, and 
El Patron’s terrifyingly inhumane methods have left 
their mark. Matt struggles to make a difference, but his 
every attempt seems thwarted, both by his very real and 
current enemies and by his own nature. Can a clone 
ever truly be more than a copy of its original? Farmer’s 
highly anticipated sequel more than delivers, providing 
another glimpse into this highly realized world. Ages 15 
and up. CEB 

High school is a difficult place 
for anyone. For Ryan Dean 
West it is a hilarious mixture of 
teenage angst, lusting after the 
opposite sex, and ridiculous 
circumstances. Ryan already 
has the unfortunate distinction 
of being the youngest person 
in his boarding-school class, 
but when he is placed in 
the delinquent dormitory, 
things become even more 
complicated. Amidst midnight poker games and 
trying to fit in with the older kids on the rugby team, 
the unthinkable happens, and Ryan must learn how 
to navigate more than just high school. Andrew 
Smith’s Winger (Simon & Schuster, $16.99) will stay 
with readers long after they have put it down. Ages 16 
and up. KLG 

What happens when an entire 
town simultaneously gives in 
to their deepest and darkest 
desires? The unremarkable 
small-town life of Oleander 
is irrevocably marred 
when multiple upstanding, 
perfectly ordinary citizens 
inexplicably lose all control, 
killing everyone in sight and 
then themselves in Robin 

Wasserman’s newest thriller The Waking Dark 
(Knopf, $17.99). In the wake of the “Killing Day,” an 
eclectic and varied cast of narrators attempt to pick up 
the pieces, desperately searching for answers as the 
town around them goes slowly and violently insane. 
Ages 16 and up. CEB 
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Join our department’s Book-a-Month Club  
and booksellers will select one book every month  
based on the preferences of the child in your life.

 

Each page of My 
Mother Goose 
(Roaring Brook, 
$19.99) is a moment 
to be enjoyed with 
the tyke on your lap. 
The unmistakable 
rhythm and absurdity 
of Mother Goose is a 

crucial part of early childhood, from Wee Willie Winkie 
and Jack Sprat to some less well-known rhymes like 
“Jerry Hall, / He is so small, / A rat could eat him, / 
Hat and all.” David McPhail has created an edition 
worthy of being read again and again, with colorful, 
appealing illustrations, and interspersed with early 
concept pages like “my 123s,” “getting dressed,” and 
“going places.” Ages infant-7. EAE 

From a fly sipping a spilled 
drop of milk to the regal 
“gilded eyes” of a toad, 
author Valerie Worth 
and illustrator Steve 
Jenkins capture the tiny 
and grand magic of insects 
and animals, domestic 
and wild, in Pug 
and Other Animal Poems (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, $16.99). Worth’s simple yet rich language, close 
observations, and occasional soft rhyme create a tone 
of awed curiosity that pairs beautifully with Jenkins’s 
strikingly detailed cut-paper illustrations. When the poet 
wonders if the Bengal Tiger might break from his cage 
and “run his lightning/into the world,” the accompanying 
illustration appears poised to leap from the page. Visually 
and lyrically compelling, this book will thrill both young 
language lovers and animal enthusiasts. Ages 4-9. ACD 

 

For daydreamer Gabriella, words 
are both a way to make sense of 
things, including her parents’ split 
and her new school, and a way 
to escape, briefly, into memory 
and fancy. Luckily, Gabriella 
finds a teacher who knows how 
to harness a daydream’s power. 

The concise language of Nikki Grimes’s simple 
and affecting novel in verse, Words with Wings 
(Wordsong, $15.95), lets the book’s tiny moments tell a 
bigger story about the power of words and the people 
who foster a love for them. Young writers and readers 
will identify with the narrator; teachers will find the book 
an unintimidating introduction to poetry with ample 
possibilities for creative-writing extensions, perfect for 
the verse averse. Ages 8-12. ACD 

“Our voices are rising,” intones 
the DreamYard Prep Slam Team, 
members of which joined with 
Caroline Kennedy to select 
Poems to Learn By Heart 
(Hyperion, $19.99). An anthology 
both grand and accessible, its 
poems range from the clipped 
power of Gwendolyn Brooks’s 
“We Real Cool” to the lush reverie of Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge’s “Kubla Khan,” from the silly wordplay of Jack 
Prelutsky to the furious rhythm of Yusef Komunyakaa. 
Careful attention to juxtaposition results in delightful 
groupings, and meticulous sectioning ensures treatment 
of life’s most important themes: family, the self, nature – 
and, of course, fairies, ogres, and witches. Jon Muth’s 
versatile paintings shift from surreal to lightly humorous 
to grave, emphasizing the poems’ tones in turn. The title 
doesn’t lie: this swath of the poetic landscape deserves to 
be memorized. All ages. ACD 
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There once was a camel that carried goods back and 
forth across the desert for the merchant who owned it. 
While the merchant took water and rested in the shade, 
the camel, laden with goods, stood in the boiling sun. 
One day, the Prophet saw The Camel in the Sun 
(Groundwood, $17.95) and comforted him. The story 
of how a selfish merchant begins to see through his 
camel’s eyes is one of compassion. Griffin Ondaatje 
offers a vivid retelling of a traditional Muslim hadith, 
an account of the Prophet’s words or actions. Linda 
Wolfsgruber’s evocative monoprints depict the 
ancient setting of this timeless parable.  Ages 6-10.  HWP 

Folktale specialist 
Murti Bunanta 
has given new 
continents of readers 
access to classic stories 
from her homeland 
with the English-
language publication 
of The Tiny Boy 
and Other Tales 
from Indonesia 
(Groundwood, $24.95). 
The eight folktales 
in this volume recall 
elements of the 
Brothers Grimm (one 
unfortunate king 

burns to death when he trips and falls into a burning 
hearth), but there is plenty to surprise and astound 
readers unfamiliar with Indonesia’s culture. Learn about 
Princess Mandalika, whose beauty is surpassed only by 
her altruism, and the civet cat who transforms a lowly 
citrus farmer into a king. Hardiyono’s illustrations 
bring Bunanta’s terrifying giants and gorgeous kings and 
queens to life in vivid detail. Ages 7-10. JLM

People in cultures all over the 
world tell the story of a great 
flood. Gerald Hausman 
tells the Creek Indian version 
in The Otter, the Spotted 
Frog & the Great Flood 
(Wisdom Tales, $17.95). When 
Spotted Frog sings the prophecy 
that a great flood is coming and 

it will cover the land, only Listener, a river otter, pays 
attention. He makes a raft as Spotted Frog instructs and 
when the rain begins and the waters rise, Listener is the 
only “otter person” left. The story takes an interesting 
turn to explain how humans came to be, but the moral 
is clear: listen to Mother Earth’s messages. Ramon 
Shiloh’s stunning illustrations adorn each page of this 
traditional story with universal themes.  Ages 7-10. HWP 

Did you know that when crickets chirp 
at night, they are singing about their 
hero Señor Grillo’s defeat of Señor 
Puma’s ferocious army? Has anyone 
ever told you that sea turtles were the 
first ocean animals to come onto land 
because their ancestor Mosni gave 
the god of creation the grains of sand 
he needed to create the earth? Judy 
Goldman’s retellings of classic Mexican folktales are 
full of Whiskers, Tails & Wings (Charlesbridge, 
$16.95)—and every other animal part imaginable. Each 
story originates from a different Mexican indigenous 
people; Goldman includes descriptions of each group 
as well as a glossary of the Spanish words and phrases 
she uses throughout the book. These valuable additions, 
along with Fabricio VandenBroek’s glorious 
illustrations, make this volume a treasure trove of 
learning and laughter. Ages 7-10. JLM 

From an eclectic and talented 
group of cartoonists comes Fairy 
Tale Comics (First Second, 
$19.99), a collection of short comics 
versions of classic fairy tales. From 
Rapunzel to the Twelve Dancing 
Princesses, this beautifully 
constructed compilation includes 
many favorites. The familiarity of 

the stories themselves highlights the difference in style 
and approach that each artist takes with the material. 
Edited by Chris Duffy and with contributions 
from Raina Telgemeier (Drama, Smile), the Hernandez 
brothers (Love and Rockets), and many more, each story 
takes on a life of its own. This beautiful book is both a 
lovely introduction to classic fairy tales and an ideal gift 
for comics lovers. Ages 7-11. CEB  
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Stay 
in touch 

wherever your 
travels take you.

Follow us on Twitter  
@KidsandProse.

Architectural 
photographer Isabel 
Hill depicts a 
menagerie of Urban 
Animals of 
Washington DC 
(Star Bright, $17.99) 
and composes verses 
to accompany them. Denizens of the city will delight in 
finding both new and familiar creatures in the buildings 
around them, and will be inspired to to take an even closer 
look to find hidden details. With its bold photographs 
and text, this book is sure to please both visitors to and 
residents of the nation’s capital.  Ages 3-6. ENR 

Macaroni, books, spoons, 
dogs: for Young 
Frank, Architect 
(Abrams, $16.95), every 
material is a building 
material—until his 
grandfather, Old Frank, 
informs him that “real 
architects” don’t make 
wiggly buildings or 
dream up entire cities. 
Yet when his grandfather 
suggests a visit to the 
museum, both Franks 

discover that architecture does include wiggly buildings, 
and much more than either of them imagined. Frank 
Viva’s text perfectly captures Old Frank’s even tone, and 
his illustrations humorously play on their straight-laced 
family resemblance, right down to the matching bowties 
in which they sleep. An endnote with short biographies 
of innovative architects (not all named Frank) will pique 
young readers’ imaginations and likely prompt a flurry of 
cardboard construction. Ages 4-9. ACD 

Henri Matisse was an 
artist even as a child.  As 
a young man, he gave up 
a career in law to move 
to Paris and pursue his 
passion.  Throughout 
his career he pushed 
boundaries in his art.  
As an elderly man, 
when illness kept him bound to his bed or wheelchair, 
Matisse’s spirit and innovation allowed him to continue 
to create art with Henri’s Scissors (Beach Lane, 
$16.99).  Jeanette Winter captures Matisse’s bold style 
and color choices in her own illustrations to depict this 
extraordinary life. Ages 5-9. KLP 

Rosie Revere, Engineer 
(Abrams, $16.95), is dreadfully 
shy. All she dreams about is 
being a great engineer and 
building contraptions to make 
her family’s life easier. When 
she is laughed at for one of her 
inventions, however, Rosie puts 
away all her devices and begins 
to build in secret, afraid of being 
ridiculed. Rosie’s dreams are 
too persistent to be put away, however, so with the help of 
her great-great-aunt Rose she faces her fears and follows 
her dreams. Andrea Beaty’s cadence coupled with 
David Roberts’s illustrations is a perfect combination, 
allowing readers to follow Rosie’s dreams and, if they read 
closely, to learn about real women pioneers. Ages 5-9. KLG  

When the Beat 
was Born (Roaring 
Brook, $17.99), DJ 
Kool Herc was there. 
Award-winning 
author Laban 
Carrick Hill 
sketches the life of 
the music innovator 
and inventor of 
hip hop, Clive 

Campbell, who came to be known as DJ Kool Herc. Clive’s 
musical talent and his access to his father’s giant six-foot 
speakers led to new ways of spinning music to please the 
dancers and the crowd at his neighborhood block parties. 
His Jamaican roots influenced his style, which included 
shout-outs and rhyming. Local artist and photographer 
Theodore Taylor III deftly demonstrates the vibe of 
the period and the fluidity of the dancers with bold colors 
and shapes in this engaging new picture-book biography. 
Ages 7-10. KLP 
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Going into a museum full 
of famous paintings may 
seem intimidating to 
young visitors. Luckily, the 
National Gallery of 
Art has just published 
a book that shows the 
younger demographic 
that they, too, have An 
Eye for Art (Chicago 
Review, $19.95). This 
large, full-color volume 

is thoughtfully laid out into chapters on topics such as 
portraits, nature studies, and challenging tradition. Within 
each section, works from the National Gallery’s collection 
by prominent artists including Raphael, Georgia O’Keefe, 
Jacob Lawrence, and Dan Flavin are introduced with 
short artist biographies, questions about the work, and 
suggestions for activities relating to it. This book will spark 
creative young people’s desire to visit the National Gallery 
and see these masterpieces in person. Ages 11-15. JLM 

Children’s literature 
historian Leonard S. 
Marcus had a busy year. 
Aside from making two 
appearances at Politics 
& Prose, he released 
Maurice Sendak: 
A Celebration of 
the Artist and 
His Work (Abrams, 
$45), published in conjunction with an exhibition of the 
same name at the Society of Illustrators in New York. 
This collection, edited by Marcus, features never-
before-seen work by the late Sendak (Where the Wild 
Things Are, In the Night Kitchen) as well as tributes from 
prominent children’s authors and illustrators. The richly 
illustrated pages capture both Sendak’s genius and the 
lasting influence he had on his colleagues. As writer, 

Marcus produced Randolph 
Caldecott: The Man Who 
Could Not Stop Drawing 
(Frances Foster, $24.99), the 
story of the British illustrator 
for whom the Caldecott Medal 
is named. This biographical 
account chronicles Caldecott’s 
journey from humble bank 
clerk to famous children’s 
book illustrator in a detailed 

and compelling style, with ample space devoted to an 
examination of the newly industrialized, Victorian society 
in which he lived. A multitude of full-color reproductions 
of Caldecott’s work combines with the text to make 
Marcus’s tome a worthy introduction to the “father of the 
modern picture book”. Ages 15 and up (Sendak)/11 and up 
(Caldecott). JLM 

Both Satchel Paige and Joe 
DiMaggio have Something 
to Prove (Carolrhoda Books, 
$16.95) in Robert Skead’s 
first picture book. As an 
African American, Satch, one 
of baseball’s greatest pitchers, 
is not allowed to play in the 

major leagues; Joltin’ Joe is a promising rookie who 
has yet to substantiate his touted abilities. An actual 
exhibition game played in 1936 gave each the chance 
to highlight his extraordinary skills. Despite the final 
score, each athlete expressed sincere appreciation for 
the other’s past and potential contributions to the game. 
Enhanced by Floyd Cooper’s illustrations, this is 
a beautiful picture book and a worthy addition to any 
baseball fan’s collection. Ages 7-11. RBB 

If you have a young biker in 
your life, you should pick 
up a copy of My First 
Bicycle Book (Cico Kidz, 
$14.95). The four sections— 
Biking Basics, Bike 
Maintenance, Have Fun on 
Your Bike, and the Science 
of Bikes— of this bright, 
comprehensive guide from 
Susan Akass will give 
any young rider confidence 
and independence. From practical information 
like the mountain biking “attack position” and how to 
pump tires and put your chain back on, to fun activities 
and challenges like how to pop a wheelie and customize 
your bike, this “first” volume is packed with enough 
information and fun to be your last. Ages 7-12. EAE 

Stats! The 
Greatest Numbers 
in Sports (Sports 
Illustrated, $14.95) is a 
must for any sports fan. 
Impressive photographs 
and appealing 
graphics highlight 
the extraordinary 
feats of athletes past 

and present. Cy Young really won 511 games in his 
professional baseball career? And Secretariat, one of 
only eleven horses to win the Triple Crown, still holds 
the course records at all three venues… forty years 
later? Unbelievable! Each reader will finish the book 
with a favorite statistic, but be impressed by nearly all 
the awesome feats compiled by Sports Illustrated 
Kids. Ages 7-15. RBB  
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Absorbed with the wonder of a 
compass and fantasizing about 
defying gravity by riding his 
bicycle On a Beam of 
Light (Chronicle, $17.99), 
young Albert Einstein didn’t 
want to be like other children. 
He wanted to look and 

wonder and “discover the hidden mysteries in the world.” 
Luckily for the world, as he grew his questions grew with 
him. Jennifer Berne’s short, picture-book biography 
celebrates Einstein’s curiosity and his willingness to 
be different as the root cause of all his discoveries. 
Vladimir Radunsky’s whimsical illustrations 
show Einstein’s actual environment interwoven with his 
thoughts and questions. Ages 4-8. EAE 

Where do feminism, labor 
history, and innovative 
artwork all converge in 
the same place? Why, in 
Michelle Markel’s 
new book about Clara 
Lemlich, of course! In this 
powerful and accessible 
biography, readers learn 
the story of a very Brave 
Girl (Balzer & Bray, $17.99). After immigrating to the 
United States from the Ukraine with her parents, Clara 
was the only one able to get a job. Taking night classes 
to learn English, she toiled long hours as a garment 
worker during the day and dealt with brutal conditions 
and treatment while making very little money. Fed up, 
Clara began speaking out and convincing other women 
to strike—eventually helping win their right to unionize 
and inspiring people all over the country to do the same. 
Melissa Sweet’s multimedia illustrations combine 
painting, collage, and cleverly sewn pieces of fabric to 
bring to life this moving tale. Ages 5-8. AJK 

A 19th-century family boards 
a Locomotive (Atheneum, 
$17.99) for the first time in 
order to make the journey from 
Omaha to Sacramento on the 
brand-new transcontinental 
railway. The sights and 
sounds they experience 
may be familiar to us from 

history books, but Brian Floca’s narrative invites the 
reader along for the ride on this early train trip: sights, 
sounds, and smells are all described to make the family’s 
experiences immediate and exciting. Floca’s entertaining 
story and intricate drawings celebrate speed, machinery, 
and the joy of travel. Ages 6-9. JLM 

Martin & Mahalia (Little, 
Brown, $17.99) combined their 
powerful voices in oratory 
and song to pave the road for 
followers of the civil rights 

movement, inspiring more to join. Andrea Davis 
Pinkney and Brian Pinkney combine their 
powerful narrative and artistic talents to paint a portrait 
of these two key figures. Central to the movement was 
staying on course, both literally and figuratively, as the 
endeavor culminated in The March on Washington. 
Davis Pinkney explains in her author’s note that 
road maps, flyers, and other pamphlets served as 
important tools in organizing rallies during the civil 
rights movement; she uses the road map as a metaphor 
throughout the book. Brian Pinkney embraces the belief 
that vocal power can serve as a guidepost. Inspired by 
the actual maps demonstrators followed, his paintings 
represent the “signs of the times” that Davis Pinkney 
describes: Change. Strength. Unity. Love. Ages 7-10. HWP 

Electrical Wizard (Candlewick, 
$16.99) gives an often overlooked giant 
of science, Nikola Tesla, his due. This 
biography traces Tesla’s life, from his early 
curiosity about the world to the eventual 
realization of his childhood ideas. 
Elizabeth Rusch’s text is accessible 
and informative, vividly capturing the fascinating story 
of Tesla’s life. Oliver Dominguez does the fanciful 
title justice, portraying Tesla and his electricity as almost 
mythological figures in the vivid illustrations. Charting 
Tesla’s challenges and successes, the book is an inspiring 
look at the great things that can come from perseverance 
and an open mind.  Ages 7-10.  ENR 

Was it a burial ground; a pagan 
temple; a site of human sacrifice? 
The ancient landing site of aliens; 
an arcane calendar; a mystical 
monument erected by the wizard 
Merlin? The legends and theories 
surrounding The Secrets of 

Stonehenge (Frances Lincoln, $17.99) range from 
possible to extremely unlikely, but all of them reveal the 
enduring fascination the monument inspires. Mick 
Manning and Brita Granstrom use an engaging 
and colorful timeline that moves from Stone Age Britain 
through the inception and construction of Stonehenge 
to provide a factually solid and enthralling context for 
the tales that have been spun around it. Manning and 
Granstrom demonstrate that it is this ancient treasure’s 
incomprehensible magnitude— of labor, materials, 
centuries, sheer size, and unwavering devotion— that 
gives it its ineffable allure. Ages 7-10. CEB 
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In The Boy on the 
Wooden Box (Atheneum, 
$16.99), author Leon 
Leyson describes a hero 
as “an ordinary human being 
who does the best of things 
in the worst of times.” He 
is referring to his personal 
hero, Oskar Schindler, 
the controversial German 
industrialist who risked 
his life and reputation to 

save nearly 1,200 Jews during World War II. Leyson’s 
memoir chronicles his family’s horrific experience in 
Nazi-controlled Poland and their ultimate survival due 
to Schindler’s efforts. The extensive back matter and 
family photographs included add to the poignancy of 
this deeply felt chronicle. Ages 9-15. RBB 

From civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King, Jr. to 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the 
first woman elected to 
lead an African country, 
Peace Warriors 
(Scholastic, $6.99) have 
inspired millions around 
the world. In one small 
volume, Andrea Davis 
Pinkney introduces 
young scholars to six 
men and women who dedicated 
their lives to nonviolence and social justice. Her clear, 
accessible accounts include details about childhood, 
family life, and the many challenges each individual 
faced. Full-color photographs, a timeline, glossary, 
and bibliography complement this fine introduction to 
biography and research. Ages 10-12. MAG

President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt called December 
7, 1941, when Japanese forces 
attacked Pearl Harbor, “a date 
which will live in infamy.” What 
followed was an infamous 
event approved by Roosevelt 
himself: more than 100,000 
Japanese Americans were 
forcibly removed from their 
homes on the West Coast and 

Imprisoned (Walker, $22.99) in inland internment 
camps. Martin W. Sandler’s moving account, 
which stretches from the arrival of the first Japanese 
immigrants in the United States to the redress campaign 
launched decades after the end of World War II, provides 
young readers with a comprehensive and fascinating 
introduction to this dark period in American history that 
must never be forgotten. Ages 11-14. JLM 

March (Top Shelf Productions, $14.95), 
by Congressman John Lewis, writer 
and staff aide Andrew Aydin, and 
Eisner-winning graphic novelist Nate 
Powell, is an essential, mesmerizing, 
and provocative memoir of Lewis’s 
youth and early participation in the 

civil-rights movement. In a way that no book of only text 
could do, this graphic novel brings Lewis’s childhood 
and early adulthood into perspective, taking the reader 
back to one of the most frustrating, difficult, and in 
many ways hopeful times in U.S. history. Opening 
with the visit by a mother and two young children 
to Lewis’s office on Capitol Hill on the day of Barack 
Obama’s inauguration, Lewis reflects on his childhood 
with stories of the Jim Crow South, his first meeting 
with Martin Luther King, Jr., and the nonviolent lunch 
counter sit-ins. This book, the first in a trilogy, is an 
essential tool for parents, teachers and librarians to 
educate and remind young adults of these heroic 
moments in American history.  Ages 13 and up. KLP 

In 1941, when Joseph Joffo was ten 
years old, losing a game played with A 
Bag of Marbles (Graphic Universe, 
$9.95) was enough to make him weep. 
Eighteen months later, news of his 
father’s arrest by the Nazis couldn’t 
even bring a tear to his eye. In the 
intervening time, he was robbed of his childhood. He 
and his older brother Maurice had to escape occupied 
Paris and make their way alone to France’s free zone 
in order to avoid being captured by the Nazis because 
of their Jewish heritage. Kris and Vincent Bailly 
have transformed Joffo’s 1973 memoir of his perilous 
wartime journey into a poignant graphic novel, passing 
this story down to a new generation of readers. Ages 15 
and up. JLM 

There are two sides to every story, and 
award-winning author Gene Luen 
Yang has gracefully captured that truth in 
his graphic novel accounts of the Boxers 
(First Second, $18.99) and the Saints (First 
Second, $15.99), also available as a boxed set 
(First Second, $34.99) that is a finalist for the 

National Book Award. Led by Little Bao, the Boxers are 
fed up with foreign missionaries and the violence that 
has rocked the Chinese countryside. To battle Western 
forces, Little Bao calls on ancient Chinese gods and 
recruits and trains Chinese men in Kung Fu. In Saints, 
young, rejected Four-girl, the fourth daughter in her 
family (four being a number which is synonymous with 
death), is desperate to find a place to belong. Eventually 
she does with the Saints, who even christen her with 
a proper name. These riveting stories of the Boxer 
Rebellion show that history is never as straightforward as 
textbooks make it seem. Ages 15 and up. KLP 
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A “boy with dog and 
grandfather with beard go for 
a walk” in the big city. It is 
Dusk (Margaret Ferguson, 
$17.99) and the boy is sad 
that the day is ending. But 
during the companionable 
walk with his grandfather, the boy soon realizes that 
dusk can be an enjoyable and productive time of 
day. Shoppers prepare for Hanukkah, Christmas, and 
Kwanzaa with celebratory fervor. With gentle prose and 
charming illustrations, author Uri Shulevitz shows 
that though nature’s light may be extinguished at dusk, 
colorful city lights extend the day’s hustle and bustle, 
particularly during holiday festivities. Ages 4-8. RBB  

When Eduardo moves far away 
from his village, he makes sure 
he has his family’s Christmas 
box. Inside is the Nativity, El 
Nacimiento, he made with his 
grandfather. Eduardo wonders 
when this new place will feel 
like home. Tío Miguel explains 
that it takes time. When 
Christmas comes, Eduardo 

opens the Christmas box and helps his mother arrange 
the Nativity. Laying the Christ child in the empty manger 
is When Christmas Feels Like Home (Albert 
Whitman, $16.99). Interspersed with Spanish words and 
phrases, Gretchen Griffith’s original holiday story, 
illustrated by Carolina Farias, will warm readers’ 
hearts.  Ages 4-8. HWP 

When hungry Old Bear follows 
a delicious smell, he ends 
up at the house of Bubba 
Brayna, the best latke maker 
in the village. Although she 
doesn’t see or hear so well 
anymore, the 97-year-old 
woman is busily preparing for 
the first night of Hanukkah. 
Mistaking Old Bear for the 
rabbi, she invites him in. But before her visitor can enjoy 
those delicious latkes, Bubba Brayna reminds him that 
they must first light the menorah. And play dreidel. 
(She wins.) Finally, having eaten all the latkes, Old Bear 
leaves. When her friends arrive from synagogue with the 
rabbi, Bubba Brayna realizes she just spent the evening 
with Hanukkah Bear (Holiday House, $16.95). 
Mike Wohnoutka’s illustrations reflect the humor 
and warmth of Eric A. Kimmel’s delightful holiday 
story. And if it makes you hungry, follow the recipe for 
latkes at the back. Ages 4-8. HWP 

Deep in the Sahara 
(Schwartz & Wade, $17.99) 
a little girl longs to wear a 
malafa, the colorful cloth 
that some Muslim women 
in Mauritania wear to 
cover their clothing and 
heads when they go out in 
public. Lalla wants to be beautiful like her mother and 
mysterious like her older sister. She wants to be like her 
grandmother, who reminds her of a long-ago queen, and 
she wants to belong to the community of women around 
her. Each woman patiently explains to Lalla that the 
malafa is not worn only for these reasons, but no one 
explains the most important reason for covering herself. 
Finally, having discovered the answer for herself, Lalla 
dons a blue malafa from her mother. Hoda Hadadi’s 
collage illustrations lend texture and depth to Kelly 
Cunnane’s story of culture and faith. Ages 5-9. HWP 

Amy Ehrlich’s With a 
Mighty Hand (Candlewick, 
$29.99) tells the story of the 
Torah in clear, simple prose. Yet 
her writing also leaves space 
for the mystery and wonder of 
these ancient texts that have 
informed so much of Judaism 
and Christianity. Ehrlich’s 
text is deeply informed by 
the many translations of 

the Torah, and she has carefully chosen significant 
episodes to create a narrative from the myriad stories 
it tells. What makes this volume truly special, however, 
are Daniel Nevins’s incredible illustrations. His 
drawings are evocative and beautiful renderings that, like 
Ehrlich’s words, leave the reader room for interpretation. 
Presented poetically and artfully contextualized, With 
a Mighty Hand is both an accessible introduction to 
the ancient text and a creative reinterpretation for the 
educated Torah-reader. All ages. IR 
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Sometimes being upside down is more 
than just fun. To evade predators, the 
hog-nosed snake flips over and plays 
dead; a bit of theatrical blood even trickles 

from its mouth. Sticky liquid seeps from the tiny hairs on a 
housefly, which allow it to walk up walls and across ceilings. 
In Animals Upside Down (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
$24.99), Steve Jenkins and Robin Page compile a 
fascinating compendium of animal facts. Rife with flaps to lift, 
pop-ups to unfold, and tabs to pull, the interactive illustrations 
of 26 animals will engage early readers, introduce them to a 
rich array of survival mechanisms, and perhaps propel them to 
explore life from a different angle. Ages 4-7. ACD 

In one Lifetime (Chronicle, $17.99), how 
many fleeces will an alpaca grow? How 
many beads will a rattlesnake add to its 
rattle? How many eggs will an alligator 
lay? Lola M. Schaefer was curious 
about these and other numerical aspects of animal lives but 
couldn’t find the answers in books or on the Internet, so she 
talked to animal experts and used some math to figure them 
out. The results, presented in a gentle format and accompanied 
by Christopher Silas Neal’s gorgeous illustrations, make 
a unique read-aloud for younger readers, while the in-depth 
back matter will fascinate older animal- and math-lovers. (The 
answers, by the way, are 20, 40, and 550.) Ages 4-9. EAE 

Lita Judge poses the question, 
How Big Were Dinosaurs? 
(Roaring Brook, $17.99) in her 
delightful new book. Comparing 
dinosaurs with animals alive today, 
Judge uses bright illustrations to 

show readers exactly how large different species of dinosaurs 
were. This nonfiction volume is filled with truly fun facts about 
these vanished creatures that will keep young paleontologists 
poring over it again and again. Ages 5-9. KLG 

What “looks like a cross between 
a hippo, an elephant, and 
something prehistoric”? A tapir, 
of course! This endearingly 
goofy-looking creature is so 
stealthy that many people do 
not even know of its existence, 
which is being threatened by 
habitat loss. Luckily, Patricia Medici, The Tapir Scientist 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $18.99), is learning more about 
this mysterious animal than anyone has before. Author-
photographer duo Sy Montgomery and Nic Bishop 
traveled to Brazil to see Pati and her team at work. The 
resulting book, the newest installment of the Scientists in the 
Field series, is a fascinating look not only at tapirs but also at 
the Pantanal wetland where they live. Ages 10-14. JLM


